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Notes for Visitors:

e Welcome! If you are a guest this morning, please fill out a cream colored card. These
cards are placed in every pew. One side of the card is for members receiving communion,
the other side is for visitors. You may place the card in the collection plate. Feel free to
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions.

¢ Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the sanctuary.

o Difficulty hearing? Tune headphones to 103.3FM (closed circuit broadcast of service).
Ask for a portable FM radio and headphones if you need some.

o Difficulty reading small print? Magnifying readers with light, as well as large print
bulletins are available by the bookshelf in the narthex and in the ramp by the pulpit.

e Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your children, we have a room near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.

e Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the rack ahead of your pew to follow along in
the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

e Bibles: Available at the bookshelf in the narthex and on the ramp by the pulpit.

e Holy Communion: The Sacrament of Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper) will be
celebrated in our church services today. If you are not yet a member of our church, we ask
you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and refrain from coming forward
until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our pastors. If you are a WELS
member desiring to receive communion, please inform a pastor or an usher. (Please read
“Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information. Pamphlets are in the Capitol Ave.

entryway.)
March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent

The Pastors’ Notes

As we journey to the cross of our Savior, Lent is a season when we engage in the struggle with
our sinful nature. It is a passionate struggle, one which clearly shows our greatest needs... and
how they are met in Jesus. The color for Lent is purple, meant to symbolize Jesus’ suffering
passion on the cross. (For a longer explanation concerning Lent, see the display screens around
the building.)

During Lent we recognize our greatest needs and see them met in Christ. Today, we see Jesus
meet our need by giving us life. We fully recognize the danger of death, even being tempted to
wonder whether our lives would be worthy of a legacy when we die. The real danger is whether
we will be eternally separated from God in hell after death. Jesus rather promises life, and a
reunion with believing loved ones, both in soul and body. We will live with Jesus forever in
eternity. Jesus raised people from the dead to prove his power over death. That’s exactly the
power we need.
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On the Way to Living
Prayer Of The Day

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will
and bore the cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and
death we may receive the forgiveness of sins, victory over the grave, and
finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:17-37

17 But the woman conceived, and she gave birth to a son at that same time of year, just as Elisha said

to her.

18 The boy grew up, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 19 Then he said
to his father, “My head! My head!”

His father said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 So he picked him up and carried him to
his mother, and the boy sat on her lap until noon. Then he died.

21 Then she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God. She shut the door behind her and
went out. 22 Then she called to her husband and said, “Send one of the servants to me with one of the donkeys,
so that I can run to the man of God and come back.”

23 He said, “Why are you going to him today? It’s not the new moon, and it’s not the Sabbath.”

But she said, “It’s all right.”

24 Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead the way. Don’t slow down for me un-
less I tell you.”

25 So she went to the man of God at Mount Carmel.

When the man of God saw her from a distance, he said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! That’s the wom-
an from Shunem! 26 Now run to meet her and say, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your son all
right?””

She answered, “We’re all right.”

27 Then she came to the man of God at the mountain, and she grasped his feet. Gehazi stepped for-
ward to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone, for her soul is in distress, but the Lord has
hidden it from me. He has not told me.”

28 Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son? Didn’t I say, ‘Don’t give me false hope’?”

29 Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Hike up your garments for travel,[a] and take my staff in your hand
and go! If you meet someone, do not greet him, and if someone greets you, do not answer. Put my staff on the
boy’s face.”

30 But the boy’s mother said, “As surely as the Lord lives and your soul lives, I will not leave you.”
So he got up and followed her. 31 Gehazi went ahead of them and put the staff on the boy’s face. But there was
no sound, and there was no response. So he went back to Elisha and told him, “The boy did not wake up.”

32 When Elisha came to the house, there the boy was—dead, lying on his bed. 33 So he went in and
he shut the door behind the two of them. Then he prayed to the Lord. 34 He got up and lay down on top of the
boy. He put his mouth to the boy’s mouth, his eyes to the boy’s eyes, his palms to the boy’s palms. Then he
bent down over him, and the boy’s flesh became warm. 35 He went back into the house and paced back and
forth. Then he went up and bent down over him, and the boy sneezed seven times. Then the boy opened his
eyes.

36 Then Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the woman of Shunem!” So he called her, and she came
in. He said, “Pick up your son.” 37 So she came in and fell at Elisha’s feet and bowed down to the ground.



Then she picked up her son and went out.

Psalm 130
Second Reading: Romans 8:11-19

11 And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised
Christ from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit, who is dwelling in you.

12 So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with it. 13 For if you live
in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the actions of the
body, you will live.

14 Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit
of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we call out, “Abba,
Father!” 16 The Spirit himself joins our spirit in testifying that we are God’s children.

17 Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, since we
suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him.

18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is
going to be revealed to us. 19 In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed.

Gospel Acclamation

(Seasonal Verse: Lent)
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even
though they die. (John 11:25)

Gospel: John 11:17-27, 38-45

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.

18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary
to comfort them concerning their brother.

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary was sitting in the
house.

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even
now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even if he
dies. 26 And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish. Do you believe this?”

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into
the world.”

38 Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.

Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, because it has been
four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So they
took away the stone.

Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me,
but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 After he
said this, he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”

44 The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with strips of linen and his face
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him go.”

45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in him.
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