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HYMN: 398 Not All the Blood of Beasts

Stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS & FORGIVENESS
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

the maker of heaven and earth.

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for personal reflection

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when we shall serve him in
newness of life.

Amen.

Be seated

PSALM 138

PSALM PRAYER: Lord, we bow down to you in thankful praise. You have made
your ways known to both lowly and great on the earth. You have not abandoned
the work of your hands, but instead you have redeemed us through your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM
(ELS 3:30): The Lamb (Hymn 525, v3)

BLESSING
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him.

Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: 795 The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended

It Is Finished! is a series that explores the
prophecies of Zechariah, offering an enriching
look at our Savior Jesus, particularly as these
prophecies relate to the events of Jesus’ Holy
Week passion, death, and resurrection.

March 25: Look at the One Who Was Pierced
(12:10-13)
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place it on the head of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest.
“Tell him that this is what the LORD of Armies says:
There is a man whose name is the Branch, because he will branch out
from his place and build the temple of the LOrRD. ®He is the one who
will build the temple of the LORD. He will be clothed with majesty, and

he will sit and rule on his throne. He will be a priest on his throne, and
there will be peaceful relations between the two offices.

HYMN: 401 (verse 4) There Is a Fountain
THE OFFERING

The members of Emanuel Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this community
and around the world . Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our
ministry.

Stand

PRAYER
Hear my prayer, O Lord;

listen to my cry.

Keep me as the apple of your eye;

hide me in the shadow of your wings.

In righteousness I shall see you;

when I awake, your presence will give me joy.

Be present, O Merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night,
so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world may
rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PASSION HISTORY: Lesson Four (unified reading from Matthew, Mark, Luke ,& John)

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, and said to
them, “You brought this man to me as one who is misleading the people. Look, I
have examined him in your presence. I have found in this man no basis for the
charges you are bringing against him. Herod did not either, for he sent him back
to us. See, he has done nothing worthy of death. So I will have him flogged and
release him.”

At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the crowd
any one prisoner they wanted. At that time they were holding a notorious prison-
er named Barabbas, who had been thrown in prison for a rebellion in the city and
for murder. The crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do for them what he
usually did.

So when they were assembled, Pilate said to them, “Do you want me to release
the King of the Jews to you? Which one do you want me to release to you? Barab-
bas—or Jesus, who is called Christ?” For Pilate in fact knew that they had handed
Jesus over to him because of envy.

While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a message.
“Have nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since I have suffered
many things today in a dream because of him.” But the chief priests and the el-
ders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus put to death. The
governor asked them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”

They all shouted together with one voice: “Take him away! Release Barabbas
to us!”

Pilate said to them, “Then what do you want me to do with the man you call
the King of the Jews? What should I do with Jesus, who is called Christ?”

They all said to him, “Crucify him!”
But the governor said, “Why? What has he done wrong?”
But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!”

Pilate addressed them again, because he wanted to release Jesus. But they kept
shouting, “Crucify! Crucify him!”

He said to them the third time, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found
no grounds for sentencing him to death. So I will whip him and release him.” But

they kept pressuring him with loud voices, demanding that he be crucified. And
their voices were overwhelming.



Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.

The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole
cohort of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him.
They twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They put a staff in
his right hand, knelt in front of him, and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of
the Jews!” They spit on him, took the staff, and hit him repeatedly on his head.
They also kept hitting him in the face.

Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to
you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”

So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said
to them, “Behold the man!”

When the chief priests and guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”

Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no basis for
a charge against him.”

The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought
to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”

When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. He went back in-
side the palace again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?”

But Jesus gave him no answer.

So Pilate asked him, “Are you not talking to me? Don’t you know that I have
the authority to release you or to crucify you?”

Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over me at all if it had not been
given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you has the
greater sin.”

From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If you let this
man go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to be a king opposes
Caesar!”

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat down on the
judge’s seat at a place called the Stone Pavement, or Gabbatha in Aramaic. It was
about the sixth hour on the Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the
Jews, “Here is your king!”

They shouted, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”

Pilate said to them, “Should I crucify your king?”
“We have no king but Caesar!” the chief priests answered.

When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead it was
turning into a riot, he decided that what they demanded would be done. He took
water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and said, “I am innocent of this
righteous man’s blood. It is your responsibility.”

And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”
Since he wanted to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them.
So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.

After they had mocked him, the soldiers took off the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. Jesus was carrying his
OWN CrOSS.

As they were going out of the city, a certain man, Simon of Cyrene (the father

of Alexander and Rufus), was passing by on his way in from the country. They
placed the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large crowd of the
people was following him, including women who were mourning and wailing for
him.
Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children. Be sure of this: The days are coming
when they will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never gave
birth, and the breasts that never nursed.” Then they will begin to say to the moun-
tains, ‘Fall on us! and to the hills, ‘Cover us.” For if they do these things to the
green wood, what will happen to the dry?”

This is the Word of the Lord.

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniqui-
ty of us all. By his wounds we are healed.

HYMN: 404 Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing

SERMON: THE KINGLY PRIEST (Zechariah 6:9-13)
°The word of the LORD came to me:

“Take an offering from the exiles—from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah,
who have come from Babylon—and on that very day go into the house of
Josiah son of Zephaniah. "Take the silver and gold and make a crown, and



