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Notes for Visitors:

e Welcome! If you are a guest this morning, please fill out a cream colored card. These
cards are placed in every pew. One side of the card is for members receiving communion,
the other side is for visitors. You may place the card in the collection plate. Feel free to
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions.

¢ Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the sanctuary.

o Difficulty hearing? Tune headphones to 103.3FM (closed circuit broadcast of service).
Ask for a portable FM radio and headphones if you need some.

o Difficulty reading small print? Magnifying readers with light, as well as large print
bulletins are available by the bookshelf in the narthex and in the ramp by the pulpit.

e Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your children, we have a room near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.

e Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the rack ahead of your pew to follow along in
the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

e Bibles: Available at the bookshelf in the narthex and on the ramp by the pulpit.

March 1, 2026
Second Sunday in Lent

The Pastors’ Notes

As we journey to the cross of our Savior, Lent is a season when we engage in the strug-
gle with our sinful nature. It is a passionate struggle, one which clearly shows our
greatest needs... and how they are met in Jesus. The color for Lent is purple, meant to
symbolize Jesus’ suffering passion on the cross. (For a longer explanation concerning
Lent, see the display screens around the building.)

During Lent we recognize our greatest needs and see them met in Christ. In repentance,
we recognize our need to be saved. With the guilt of our sins, we do not deserve God’s
blessing. Yet, God declared he would bless you through one of Abraham’s descend-
ants—Jesus. By faith in Jesus—and faith alone—you are saved from the guilt of your
sins and from eternal death. The good news is that this faith is also God’s gift, given to
you through the gospel.




ALTERNATE OPENING FOR LENT 3

Lent stresses penitential preparation for the celebration of Easter. Therefore, tradi-
tionally, the “Gloria” song is omitted in Lent, as well as the use of the word
“Alleluia” (reflected in our seasonal Gospel Acclamation). To replace the “Gloria,” we
will follow this opening of service, which utilizes verses from hymn 916, “Today Your
Mercy Calls Us.” These verses bring to mind our Lord’s loving call to repentance. This
opening also uses alternate pastoral parts of the spoken “Kyrie,” recalling various the-
matic elements that will come up in the season of Lent.

OPENING HYMN: 868 By Faith

Stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION (FORGIVENESS)

When God’s children rebel and wander from his ways, he desires that they return
to him for pardon and peace through his Son. The courts of heaven resound with
joy when a single wayward child returns home.

There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents. Luke 15:10

Children of God, the time to turn to our Father for forgiveness is now. God made
Christ our sin that we might become his righteousness. He implores us to be rec-
onciled to him, promising:

In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped
you. 2 Corinthians 5:21-6:2

The congregation sings: (Hymn 916, v3)

Today our Father calls us, his Holy Spirit waits;

his blessed angels gather around the heav’'nly gates.

No question will be asked us how often we have come;
although we oft have wandered, it is our Father’s home.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions.



I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Je-
sus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The congregation sings: (Hymn 916, v2)
Today your gate is open, and all who enter in
shall find a Father’s welcome and pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten, a present joy be giv'n,
a future grace be promised, a glorious crown of heav’'n.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and
keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the
body and all evil that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

CHOIR SET 1

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-8

'Now the LORD said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your
relatives and from your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. *I
will make you a great nation. [ will bless you and make your name great. You will
be a blessing. ’I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dis-



honors you. All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you.”

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. >Abram took Sarai his wife,
Lot his brother’s son, and all the possessions they had accumulated and the peo-
ple that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to travel to the land of Ca-
naan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Canaan. ®’Abram passed through the
land until he came to the Oak of Moreh at the place called Shechem. The Canaan-
ites were in the land at that time.

"The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descend-
ants.” Abram built an altar there to the LOrRD, who had appeared to him.

®He moved on from there to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his
tent there, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to
the LORD and proclaimed the name of the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

‘What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to
the flesh? *If indeed Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had a
reason to boast—but not before God. *For what does Scripture say? “Abraham be-
lieved God and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

*Now to a person who works, his pay is not counted as a gift but as something
owed. *But to the person who does not work but believes in the God who justifies
the ungodly, his faith is credited to him as righteousness.

BIndeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to
Abraham or his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that
is by faith. “To be sure, if people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the
promise is nullified. ®For law brings wrath. (Where there is no law, there is no
transgression.) ‘°For this reason, the promise is by faith, so that it may be accord-
ing to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not only to
the one who is a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abra-
ham. He is the father of us all. 7As it is written: “I have made you a father of many
nations.” In the presence of God, Abraham believed him who makes the dead
alive and calls non-existing things so that they exist.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish rul-
ing council. *He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs
you are doing unless God is with him.”

*Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

“Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?”

’Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God! “Whatever is born of the
flesh is flesh. Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be surprised when I
tell you that you must be born from above. *The wind blows where it pleases. You
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

*“How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus.

10¢¢

You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these
things? "Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we testify about
what we have seen. But you people do not accept our testimony. “If I have told
you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heav-
enly things? ®No one has ascended into heaven, except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven.

““Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must
be lifted up, “so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eter-

nal life.
"““For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoev-
er believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. “For God did not send his

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



DEVOTION: What Does Faith Believe? (based on Romans 4:1-5, 13-17)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING

The members of Emanuel Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this community
and around the world . Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our

ministry.

CHOIR SET 2

Stand

PRAYER

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: 929 May the Peace of God
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