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Notes for Visitors:

e Welcome! If you are a guest this morning, please fill out a cream colored card. These
cards are placed in every pew. One side of the card is for members receiving communion,
the other side is for visitors. You may place the card in the collection plate. Feel free to
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions.

¢ Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the sanctuary.

o Difficulty hearing? Tune headphones to 103.3FM (closed circuit broadcast of service).
Ask for a portable FM radio and headphones if you need some.

o Difficulty reading small print? Magnifying readers with light are available by the
bookshelf in the narthex and in the ramp by the pulpit.

e Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your children, we have a room near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.

e Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the rack ahead of your pew to follow along in
the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

e Bibles: Available at the bookshelf in the narthex and on the ramp by the pulpit.

May 5, 2024
Sixth Sunday of Easter

The Pastors’ Notes

In the seven Sundays of Easter, the paraments (cloths on altar, lectern, and pulpit) are
white, symbolizing the holiness and glory of our risen Lord.

The entirety of God’s Word can be summed up in one word: love. God’s Law is all
about love. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart...” and “Love your neighbor
as yourself” (Matthew 22:37,39). The gospel is all about love: “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son...” (John 3:16). From his compassion for the
sick and broken, to his sacrificial death on the cross, to the peace he provided after his
resurrection, Jesus was the perfect embodiment of love. Love is his business. There-
fore, love is our business too. The resurrection reality is that with the same supernatural
power by which God raised Jesus from the dead, God now enables us to live a new
life—one marked by radically selfless love. The motivation and ability to do this comes
from seeing the endless love Christ has for us. We love only because he first loved us.
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Hymns. ..., 782; 581; 523; 728
Senior Chotr...oove i, God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him
Sermon Theme............... ...1 John 4:7-11, 19-21

Love Comes from God

Prayer Of The Day

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long
for what is right and, through your gracious %uldance accomplish it to your glor?/
through your gon Jesus Chrlst our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading: Acts 9:36-42

36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was always doing good deeds and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became sick and
died. After they had washed her, they laid her in an upstairs room. 38 Since Lydda is
near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him,
who urged him, “Come to us without delay!”

39 Peter got up and went with them. When he arrived, they led him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing him the robes and
clothing that Dorcas made while she was still with them.

40 After Peter sent them all outside, he got down on his knees and prayed. Then
he turned toward the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, and when
she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her stand up. After he
called the saints and the widows, he presented her to them alive.

42 This became known all over Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

Psalm 89
Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-11, 19-21

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love has not
known God, because God is love. 9 This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God
has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through him. 10 This
1s love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the aton-
ing sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also should love
one another.
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19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” but hates
his brother, he is a liar. For how can anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has
seen, love God, whom he has not seen? 21 This then is the command we have from him:
The one who loves God should also love his brother.

Gospel Acclamation

(Seasonal Verse: Easter)
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest
of these is love. (1 Corinthians 13:13)

Gospel: John 15:9-17

9 “As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my
love. 10 If you hold on to my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have held
on to my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these things so
that my joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete.

12 “This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has
greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14 You are my
friends if you continue to do the things I instruct you. 15 I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends,
because everything that I heard from my Father, I have made known to you. 16 You did
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will en-
dure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 These things |
am instructing you, so that you love one another.
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