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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Paul J. Lindloff Pastor Joel A. Voss

Notes for Visitors:

e Welcome! If you are a guest this morning, please fill out a cream colored card. These
cards are placed in every pew. One side of the card is for members receiving communion,
the other side is for visitors. You may place the card in the collection plate. Feel free to
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions.

¢ Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the sanctuary.

o Difficulty hearing? Tune headphones to 103.3FM (closed circuit broadcast of service).
Ask for a portable FM radio and headphones if you need some.

o Difficulty reading small print? Magnifying readers with light are available by the
bookshelf in the narthex and in the ramp by the pulpit.

e Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your children, we have a room near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.

e Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the rack ahead of your pew to follow along in
the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

e Bibles: Available at the bookshelf in the narthex and on the ramp by the pulpit.

e Holy Communion: The Sacrament of Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper) will be
celebrated in our church services today. If you are not yet a member of our church, we ask
you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and refrain from coming forward
until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our pastors. (Please read
“Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information. Pamphlets are in the Capitol Ave.

entryway.)

May 12, 2024
Seventh Sunday of Easter

The Pastors’ Notes

In the seven Sundays of Easter, the paraments (cloths on altar, lectern, and pulpit) are
white, symbolizing the holiness and glory of our risen Lord.

On this final Sunday of the Easter season, between Ascension and Pentecost, we are re-
minded that we will overcome this broken world. We see many beautiful things and
blessings in the world, yet because of sin it does not function the way God designed it.
Because of the brokenness of sin, Christians are tempted to devalue that which really
matters. Focus on the promises of our living Lord: that one day soon enough, he will
take us to a better world. And he promises that until that time, his Father will protect us,
preserving our faith through the truth of his Word.
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Hymns. ... e 899; 446; 924
Communion Hymns............cooiiiii e 823; 578; 923
ELS Choir (10:30)....ccviiiiiiiiii e, All Is Well (Hymn 802)
Sermon Theme..........cc.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeennJohn 17:11b-19
The Master’s Prayer
Prayer Of The Day

Almighty God, your Son, our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your
right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith
to follow where he has gone, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

First Reading: Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60

1 In those days, as the number of disciples was increasing, a complaint arose from the
Greek-speaking Jews against the Hebrew-speaking Jews, because their widows were being over-
looked in the daily distribution of food.

2 So the Twelve called together the whole group of disciples and said, “It is not right for
us to neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, carefully select from among
you seven men with good reputations, who are full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will put
them in charge of this service. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the
word.”

5 This proposal pleased the entire group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and
the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas, a proselyte
from Antioch.

6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on
them.

7 The word of God kept on spreading, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem in-
creased greatly. Also a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.

8 Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and miraculous signs
among the people. 9 Some men who were from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen
(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia) rose up and disputed with Stephen.

2 Stephen said, “Gentlemen, brothers and fathers, listen! The God of glory appeared to
our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran.

51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You always resist the
Holy Spirit! You are doing just what your fathers did. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers
not persecute? They killed those who prophesied the coming of the Righteous One, and now you
have become his betrayers and murderers— 53 you who received the law as transmitted by an-
gels, but did not keep it.”

54 When they heard these things, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at
him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed up into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 He said, “Look, I see heaven opened, and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God.”
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57 But they screamed at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and rushed at him
with one purpose in mind. 58 They threw him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses laid
their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul.

59 While they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spir-
it!” 60 Then he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” After he said this, he fell asleep.

Psalm 124
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the God who has given birth also loves one who has been born of him. 2 This is how
we know that we love the children of God: when we love God and keep his commands. 3 In
fact, this is love for God: that we keep his commands. And his commands are not burden-
some, 4 because everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory
that has overcome the world: our faith. 5 Who is the one who overcomes the world? Only the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

6 This is the one who came by water and blood: Jesus Christ. He did not come by the
water alone but by the water and by the blood. The Spirit is the one who testifies, because the
Spirit is the truth.

Gospel Acclamation
(Seasonal Verse: Easter)

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. (John 14:18)
Gospel: John 17:11b-19

11 I am no longer going to be in the world, but they are still in the world, and I am com-
ing to you. Holy Father, protect them by your name, which you gave me, so that they may be
one as we are one. 12 While [ was with them, I kept those you gave me safe in your name. I pro-
tected them and not one of them was destroyed, except the son of destruction, so that the Scrip-
ture might be fulfilled.

13 “But now I am coming to you, and I am saying these things in the world, so that they
may be filled with my joy. 14 I have given them your word. The world hated them, because they
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I am not asking that you take them out of
the world, but that you protect them from the Evil One. 16 They are not of the world, just as |
am not of the world.

17 “Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I
also sent them into the world. 19 I sanctify myself for them, so they also may be sanctified by
the truth.
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