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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906  

www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran 

(517) 485-4118 

Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM 

Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial 

Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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Notes for Visitors: 

 Welcome! If you are a guest this morning, please fill out a cream colored card.  These 
cards are placed in every pew.  One side of the card is for members receiving communion, 
the other side is for visitors.  You may place the card in the collection plate.  Feel free to 
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions. 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the sanctuary.   
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for  your  children, we have a room near  the 

church offices.  If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance. 
 Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the rack ahead of your  pew to follow along in 

the service.  If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you. 

Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor Paul J. Lindloff          Pastor Joel A. Voss 

The Pastors’ Notes 

As we journey to the cross of our Savior, Lent is a season when we engage in the struggle with 
our sinful nature.  It is a passionate struggle, one which clearly shows our greatest needs… and 
how they are met in Jesus.  The color for Lent is purple, meant to symbolize Jesus’ suffering 
passion on the cross.  (For a longer explanation concerning Lent, see the post from Feb 21 on 
Emanuel’s facebook page.) 

The struggle against our sinful nature may leave us feeling defeated.  It’s for that reason that 
these Sundays in Lent offer refreshment for wearied souls.  We find that refreshment today as 
we see Jesus answering the needs of the whole world.  The need for salvation is universal.  Be-
cause of sin, not one of us deserves God’s blessing.  Yet God has declared his love and blessing 
for the entire world.  He gives these blessings through faith.  Our greatest need is met in the gift 
of the good news of the Gospel, that whoever believes in Jesus will be saved! 

March 5, 2023 
Second Sunday in Lent 
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Order Of Worship: Setting Two pg. 172 

Hymns………………......……...…...………….…..916; 570; 613; 877 v1-4 
Senior Choir (10:30)…………………………………....Wondrous Love 

Sermon Theme…..….……...…….................................Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
God Gives Life 

Prayer Of The Day 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all 
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  forever.  

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-8 
 1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your relatives 
and from your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great 
nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 
who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the families of the earth will 
be blessed in you.”                        
 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, 
and all the possessions they had accumulated and the people that they had acquired in Haran, 
and they set out to travel to the land of Canaan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Ca-
naan. 6 Abram passed through the land until he came to the Oak of Moreh at the place called 
Shechem. The Canaanites were in the land at that time.      
 7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descend-
ants.”Abram built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.                  
 8 He moved on from there to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent there, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and pro-
claimed the name of the Lord. 

Psalm 121 

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 1What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to the 
flesh? 2 If indeed Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had a reason to boast—
but not before God. 3 For what does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God and it was credited 
to him as righteousness.”                                
 4 Now to a person who works, his pay is not counted as a gift but as something 
owed. 5 But to the person who does not work but believes in the God who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is credited to him as righteousness. 
 13 Indeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to Abraham 
or his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that is by faith. 14 To be sure, 
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if people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is nullified. 15 For law brings wrath. 
(Where there is no law, there is no transgression.) 16 For this reason, the promise is by faith, so 
that it may be according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not 
only to the one who is a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. 
He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”  In the 
presence of God, Abraham believed him who makes the dead alive and calls non-existing things 
so that they exist. 

Gospel Acclamation 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoev-

er believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

Gospel: John 3:1-17 
1There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling coun-

cil. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are doing unless God is with him. 

3 Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.”           

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?”                   

5 Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God! 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be surprised when I tell you that you must be born from above. 8 The 
wind blows where it pleases. You hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”    

9 “How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus.                                             
10 “You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these 

things? 11 Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we testify about what we have 
seen. But you people do not accept our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do 
not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 
heaven, except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 
  

14 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.   

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights 

reserved. www.wartburgproject.org.  Used with permission.   

Cover artwork is a product of Paramentics.  © 2014 Ian M. Welch.  Used by permission.  All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com                   

The service music is covered under Onelicense.net, license # A-715881. 


