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“His Final Steps” 

This Lent series ponders the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute 

final steps to the cross and three days later, his first steps from the tomb.  

Capitol Circuit 2023 Midweek Lenten Services 

March 22, 2023 His Final Steps Led to Enemies (John 20:9-19) 
Pastor Norm Burger - Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Lansing 

March 29, 2023 His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks (John 12:20-33) 
Pastor Roger Knepprath - St. Luke Lutheran Church, Jackson 

18“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush 
the one on whom it falls.”  

19That very hour the chief priests and the experts in the law began looking for 
a way to lay hands on him, because they knew he had spoken this parable against 
them. But they were afraid of the people.  

HIS FINAL STEPS LED TO HIS ENEMIES 

SONG OF MARY (Magnificat): Hymn 956 Holy Is Your Name 

THE OFFERING 
The members of Emanuel Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this community 
and around the world .  Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (pg. 221-223) 

LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 224) 

BLESSING (pg. 224) 

HYMN: 794 Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow 

   

Midweek Lent #4 

Emanuel First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

March 22nd, 2023 

Order Of Worship: Vespers, pg. 215  

The Latin word vesper means “evening star.”  Vespers is a historic evening prayer ser-
vice in the Christian church.  Christians gather at the end of the day to raise their voic-
es in thankful praise and prayer.  The service folder contains specific readings and 
prayers for each service, and will give corresponding pages to follow in the hymnal. 

HYMN: 826 From God Can Nothing Move Me 

OPENING RESPONSES (pg. 215) 

HYMN OF LIGHT (pg. 216) 

PRAYER (pg. 216) 

PSALM 141 (pg. 217) 

PSALM: 118 

PSALM PRAYER: Lord Jesus, you are the stone the builders rejected that has be-
come the cornerstone. We praise you for facing the fury of your enemies un-
daunted. Because you overcame death itself, we will not die but live, and we will 
always proclaim your marvelous deeds; for you live and rule with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

CHOIR ANTHEM  
(ELS 3:30): The Lamb (Hymn 525) 

(Sr. Choir 6:30): Thy Matchless Love 

PASSION HISTORY: Lesson Four (Matthew 27:1-26) 
1Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people reached 

the decision to put Jesus to death. 2They bound him, led him away, and handed 
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him over to Pontius Pilate, the governor.  
3Then when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he 

felt remorse. He brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and 
elders 4and said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, 
“What is that to us? That’s your problem.”  

5He threw the pieces of silver into the temple and left. Then he went out and 
hanged himself. 6The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not law-
ful to put these into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7They reached a deci-
sion to buy the potter’s field with the money, as a burial place for foreigners. 8So 
that field has been called The Field of Blood to this day. 9Then what was spoken 
through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:  

They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price the sons of Israel had set for 
him, 10and they gave them for the potter’s field, just as the Lord command-
ed me.  
11When Jesus stood in the presence of the governor, the governor asked him, 

“Are you the King of the Jews?”  

Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.”  
12When he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 

13Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many things they are testifying 
against you?”  

14But he did not answer him—not even one word, so that the governor was 
very surprised.  

15At the time of the Festival the governor had a custom to release to the crowd 
any one prisoner they wanted. 16At that time they were holding a notorious pris-
oner named Barabbas. 17So when they were assembled, Pilate said to them, 
“Which one do you want me to release to you? Barabbas—or Jesus, who is called 
Christ?” 18For Pilate knew that they had handed Jesus over to him because of en-
vy.  

19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, Pilate’s wife sent him a message. 
“Have nothing to do with that righteous man,” she said, “since I have suffered 
many things today in a dream because of him.” 20But the chief priests and the el-
ders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus put to death. 
21The governor asked them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”  

“Barabbas!” they said.  
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22Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus, who is called Christ?”  

They all said to him, “Crucify him!”  
23But the governor said, “Why? What has he done wrong?”  

But they kept shouting even louder: “Crucify him!”  
24When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing and that instead it was 

turning into a riot, he took water, washed his hands in front of the crowd, and 
said, “I am innocent of this righteous man’s blood. It is your responsibility.”  

25And all the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”  
26Then he released Barabbas to them, but he had Jesus flogged and handed 

him over to be crucified.  

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.  By his wounds we are healed. 

HYMN: 400 Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing 

SERMON: Luke 20:9-19 
9He began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, leased it 

to some tenant farmers, and went away on a journey for a long time. 10When it 
was the right time, he sent a servant to the tenants to collect his share of the fruit 
of the vineyard. But the tenant farmers beat the servant and sent him away empty
-handed. 11The man went ahead and sent yet another servant, but they also beat 
him, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12He then sent 
yet a third. They also wounded him and threw him out. 13The owner of the vine-
yard said, ‘What should I do? I will send my son, whom I love. Perhaps they will 
respect him.’  

14“But when the tenant farmers saw him, they talked it over with one another. 
They said, ‘This is the heir. Let’s kill him, so that the inheritance will be ours.’ 
15They threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. So what will the owner of 
the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenant farmers and 
give the vineyard to others.”  

When they heard this, they said, “May it never be!”  
17But he looked at them and said, “Then what about this that is written:  

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone?  


