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“His Final Steps” 

This Lent series ponders the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute 

final steps to the cross and three days later, his first steps from the tomb.  

Capitol Circuit 2023 Midweek Lenten Services 

March 15, 2023 His Final Steps Led to a Dinner  Celebration (John 12:1-11) 
Pastor Joel Tullberg - Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Lansing 

March 22, 2023 His Final Steps Led to Enemies (John 20:9-19) 
Pastor Norm Burger - Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Lansing 

March 29, 2023 His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks (John 12:20-33) 
Pastor Roger Knepprath - St. Luke Lutheran Church, Jackson 

   

Midweek Lent #3 

Emanuel First Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

March 15th, 2023 

Order Of Worship: Vespers, pg. 215  

The Latin word vesper means “evening star.”  Vespers is a historic evening prayer ser-
vice in the Christian church.  Christians gather at the end of the day to raise their voic-
es in thankful praise and prayer.  The service folder contains specific readings and 
prayers for each service, and will give corresponding pages to follow in the hymnal. 

HYMN: 425 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

OPENING RESPONSES (pg. 215) 

HYMN OF LIGHT (pg. 216) 

PRAYER (pg. 216) 

PSALM 141 (pg. 217) 

PSALM: 138 

PSALM PRAYER: Lord, we bow down to you in thankful praise. You have made 
your ways known to both lowly and great on earth. You have not abandoned the 
work of your hands, but instead you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

CHOIR ANTHEM  

(ELS 3:30): I Will Sing of My Redeemer (Hymn 527) 

(Sr. Choir 6:30): Behold, the Savior of Mankind 

PASSION HISTORY: Lesson Three (Matthew 26:57-75) 
57Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where 

the experts in the law and the elders were assembled. 58Peter was following him at 
a distance and went as far as the courtyard of the high priest. He went inside and sat 
down with the guards to see how it would turn out.  
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59The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false testimony 
against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60They found none, even though 
many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward 61and said, “This fel-
low said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’ ”  

62The high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer? What is this 
that these men are testifying against you?” 63But Jesus remained silent. Then the 
high priest said to him, “I place you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are 
the Christ, the Son of God!”  

64Jesus said to him, “It is as you have said. But I tell you, soon you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  

65Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why 
do we need any more witnesses? See, you have just heard the blasphemy! 66What do 
you think?”  

They answered, “He is deserving of death!” 67Then they spit in his face and 
punched him. Some slapped him 68and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who hit you?”  

69Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came to 
him and said, “You were also with Jesus the Galilean.”  

70But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, “I don’t know what you’re talking 
about.”  

71When Peter went out to the entryway, someone else saw him and said to those 
who were there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”  

72Again Peter denied it with an oath and said, “I do not know the man.”  
73After a little while those who stood by came and said to Peter, “Surely you are 

also one of them because even your accent gives you away.”  
74Then he began to curse and to swear, “I do not know the man!” Just then the 

rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken, “Before the 
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitter-
ly.  

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.  By his wounds we are healed. 

HYMN: 406 In the Hour of Trial 
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SERMON: John 12:1-11 
1Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, the hometown of Laza-

rus, who had died, the one Jesus raised from the dead. 2They gave a dinner for 
him there. Martha was serving, and Lazarus was one of those reclining at the ta-
ble with him.  

3Then Mary took about twelve ounces of very expensive perfume (pure nard) 
and anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled 
with the fragrance of the perfume.  

4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was going to betray him, said, 
5“Why wasn’t this perfume sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 
6He did not say this because he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief. He 
held the money box and used to steal what was put into it.  

7Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. She intended to keep this for the day of my 
burial. 8Indeed, the poor you always have with you, but you are not always going 
to have me.”  

9A large crowd of the Jews learned that he was there. They came not only be-
cause of Jesus, but also to see Lazarus, whom he raised from the dead. 10So the 
chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus too, 11because it was on account of him 
that many of the Jews were leaving them and believing in Jesus.  

HIS FINAL STEPS LED TO A DINNER CELEBRATION 

SONG OF MARY (Magnificat): Hymn 956 Holy Is Your Name 

THE OFFERING 
The members of Emanuel Lutheran Church have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this community 
and around the world .  Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (pg. 221-223) 

LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 224) 

BLESSING (pg. 224) 

HYMN: 404 Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing 


