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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906  

www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran 

(517) 485-4118 

Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM 

Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial 

Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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Notes for Visitors: 

 Welcome! If you are a guest this morning, please fill out a cream colored card.  These 
cards are placed in every pew.  One side of the card is for members receiving communion, 
the other side is for visitors.  You may place the card in the collection plate.  Feel free to 
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions. 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the sanctuary.   
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for  your  children, we have a room near  the 

church offices.  If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance. 
 Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the rack ahead of your  pew to follow along in 

the service.  If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you. 
 Holy Communion: The Sacrament of Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper) will be 

celebrated at the close of our church services today.  If you are a communicant member of 
another WELS congregation, we invite you to share this Sacrament with us.  If you are not a 
member of our church, we ask you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and 
refrain from coming forward until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our 
pastors.  (Please read “Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information.  Pamphlets are in 
the Capitol Ave. entryway.) 

Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor Paul J. Lindloff          Pastor Joel A. Voss 

The Pastors’ Notes 

The season of Epiphany highlights how Jesus reveals himself to us.  (Epiphany comes from a 
Greek word, meaning: “appearance” or “manifestation.”)  Epiphany is a season which helps us 
move from the Christmas season (where the Savior is first revealed), to the season of Lent 
(where the Savior suffers and dies).  Green will be the color each Sunday until Transfiguration.  
Green signifies growth and new life in the Church as Jesus reveals himself to us. 

This third Sunday after Epiphany we see Jesus appear as the Light in the Darkness.  Sin, suffer-
ing, and death make evident the darkness around us.  An honest assessment of our hearts and 
minds reveals there is darkness within, too.  The prophecy of the brilliant light of God’s glory in 
Isaiah is fulfilled in Jesus’ ministry of preaching and teaching.  Today Jesus continues to shine 
his light by preaching repentance and the good news of the coming kingdom. He invites us to 
live a life that is illuminated by him. He calls us to walk in the light of love for God and for the 
brothers and sisters around us. Our Savior is the Light of the world, and so we shine his reflect-
ed light onto everyone around us.    

January 22, 2023 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
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Order Of Worship: Setting Three pg. 188 

Hymns………………......……...…...……...…….……..381; 904; 528 vv1,6 
Communion Hymns……......……...…...…………………………...515; 520 

Sermon Theme…..….……...…….......................................Matthew 4:12-23 
Fishers of Men 

Prayer Of The Day 
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with authority. 
Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good news to the afflict-
ed, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

First Lesson: Isaiah 8:19-9:4 
19 When they tell you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists, who whisper and mut-

ter,” shouldn’t a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the 
living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If people do not speak according to this word, 
there will be no dawn for them. 21 They will pass through the land, distressed and starving, 
but when this takes place and they are starving, they will be frustrated, and they will curse 
their king and their God. They will turn their faces upward, 22 and then they will look down 
to the ground, but I tell you, they will see only distress, darkness, and the gloom that brings 
anguish. They will be banished into thick darkness.  

9 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for the land that was in anguish. In former 
times, he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will 
cause it to be glorious, along the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gen-
tiles. 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned. 
3 You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy. 
They rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time, 
like the celebration when people divide the plunder. 
4 For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them. 
You have broken the bar on their shoulders and 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
as you did in the day of Midian.  

Psalm 27 

Second Lesson: 1 John 2:3-11 
3 This is how we know that we have known him: if we keep his commands. 4 The one 

who says, “I know him,” but does not keep his commands is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. 5 If anyone keeps God’s word, the love of God is truly made complete in him. This is 
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how we know that we are in him: 6 The one who says he remains in him should walk as Je-
sus walked. 

7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one that you have had 
since the beginning. The old command is the message you heard. 8 At the same time, the 
command I am writing is new—it is true in Jesus and in you, because the darkness is pass-
ing away, and the true light is already shining. 9 The one who says he is in the light and yet 
hates his brother is still in the darkness. 10 The one who loves his brother remains in the 
light, and nothing causes him to stumble. 11 The one who hates his brother is in the darkness 
and walks in the darkness and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes. 

Gospel Acclamation 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 

living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned (Isaiah 9:2) 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 4:12-23 
12 When Jesus heard that John was put in prison, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 He left 

Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. 14 He did this to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  

15 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
along the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles, 
16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, 
and on those dwelling in the region and the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
17 From that time, Jesus began to preach: “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is 

near.”  
18 As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, since they were 
fishermen. 19 He said to them, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

20 They immediately left their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two 
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in the boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. Jesus called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat 
and their father and followed him.   

23 Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness among the people.  
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