Prayer of the Church—ADVENT
Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of
Satan and restore the human race as your children and heirs. Work in us
during this Advent season so that we may rejoice in the coming of our
Savior and to long for his coming again.
Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.
Use the preaching of your holy law to rid us of all delusions that we can
gain your love with our own efforts.
Move us to realize how hopeless we are because of sin and to feel sorrow
for what we have done wrong.
Lead us to be honest about our sinful status in your sight.
Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his
willingness to take on our human form and stand in our place. Show us
the power he extends in his Word and sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us with his promise to come and take us
to our eternal home to live with you forever.
Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love.
As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin
day after day with the strength your Holy Spirit provides. When we fall,
forgive us and renew us to love and serve you and all people.
Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith.
Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even
in gift-giving and celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his
forgiving love.
Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel,
and his coming again.
Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the
truth about Jesus. Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy
is diminished because of sickness, pain, or loss. [Especially bless… here
name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give us opportunities to
provide help to those in need.
May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may
be genuine and may rest in the promises of the King who comes to save.
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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