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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Paul J. Lindloff

Pastor Joel A. Voss

Notes for Visitors:
 Welcome! If you ar e a guest this mor ning, please fill out a cr eam color ed car d. These
cards are placed in every pew. One side of the card is for members receiving communion,
the other side is for visitors. You may place the card in the collection plate. Feel free to
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions.
 Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.
 Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow along in
the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

September 18, 2022

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
The Pastors’ Notes
After reliving the events of Christ’s life in the festival half of the church year (Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter seasons), we spend half a year focusing on the teachings of
Christ in what we call the non-festival half of the year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The paraments are green during this season as the Holy Spirit uses Christ’s teaching to grow the faith of
believers.
The Scripture lessons today teach us a proper use of wealth. We use it to serve our Lord, for we
can’t serve both God and money. Money can give us a false sense of security, pride, and identity. Our true identity is found in Jesus, and the God-pleasing attitude is contentment. When we
understand how Christ served us with his very life, we learn the proper place and role of money.
It is used to serve the Lord, and to benefit others.

Order Of Worship: Setting Three pg. 188
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Hymns………………......……...……………...807; 748 (8:00); 819; 753
Capitol Choir (10:30)………………..…. Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly
Sermon Theme…..….……...……..…...........................……....Luke 16:1-13
Win by Losing

Prayer Of The Day
O God, you have told us not to be anxious about what we need for this life. Move our
hearts to seek you and your kingdom, that all good things may be given to us as well;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

Anyone who loves money is never satisfied with money, and anyone who loves wealth is never
satisfied with his income. This too is vanishing vapor.
11
When goods increase, so do those who eat them. What profit, then, does the owner get, except to
see these things with his eyes?
12
The worker’s sleep is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but a rich person’s abundant possessions allow him no sleep.
13
I have seen a sickening evil under the sun—wealth hoarded by its owner to his own harm, 14 or
wealth that is lost in a bad investment. Or a man fathers a son, but he has nothing left in his hand to
give him. 15 As he came out from his mother’s womb, so he will go again, naked as he came. From
his hard work he can pick up nothing that he can carry away in his hand. 16 This too is a sickening
evil: Just as he came, so he will go. So what does he gain, he who works for the wind? 17 Besides
this, during all his days he eats in darkness, with great frustration, sickness, and anger.
18
So then, here is what I have seen to be good: It is beautiful to eat, to drink, and to look for good in
all a person’s hard work which he has done under the sun, during the few days of his life that God
has given him, for that is his reward. 19 Likewise, for everyone to whom God has given wealth and
riches, if God has also given him ability to eat from it, to enjoy his reward, and to rejoice in the results of his hard work—this is a gift of God, 20 for the man seldom reflects on the days of his life,
since God keeps him busy with the joy in his heart.

Psalm 128
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Epistle Lesson: 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19

But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we certainly cannot take anything out. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be satisfied.
9
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish and harmful desires,
which plunge them into complete destruction and utter ruin. 10 For the love of money is a root of all
sorts of evils. By striving for money, some have wandered away from the faith and have pierced
themselves with many pains.
17
Instruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or to put their hope in the uncer-
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tainty of riches, but rather in God, who richly supplies us with all things for our enjoyment. 18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and willing to share. 19 In
this way they are storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that
they may take hold of that which is truly life.

Gospel Acclamation

Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. (Matthew 6:33)

Gospel Lesson: Luke 16:1-13

Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager who was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 The rich man called him in and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you?
Give an account of your management, because you can no longer be manager.’
3
“The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since my master is taking away the management
position from me? I am not strong enough to dig. I am ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I will do, so
that when I am removed from my position as manager, people will receive me into their houses.’
5
“He called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ 6 He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quick7
ly, and write three hundred.’
Then he said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ And he said,
‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and write four hundred and eighty.’
8
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the children of
this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the children of the light are. 9 I
tell you, make friends for yourselves with unrighteous mammon, so that when it runs out, they will
welcome you into the eternal dwellings. 10 The person who is faithful with very little is also faithful
with much. And the person who is unrighteous with very little is also unrighteous with much. 11 So if
you have not been faithful with unrighteous mammon, who will entrust you with what is really valuable? 12 If you have not been faithful with what belongs to someone else, who will give you something
to be your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters. Indeed, either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and mammon.”
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