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Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website
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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Paul J. Lindloff

Pastor Joel A. Voss

Notes for Visitors:
 Welcome! If you ar e a guest this mor ning, please fill out a cr eam color ed car d. These
cards are placed in every pew. One side of the card is for members receiving communion,
the other side is for visitors. You may place the card in the collection plate. Feel free to
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions.
 Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.
 Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow along in
the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

September 4, 2022

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

The Pastors’ Notes
After reliving the events of Christ’s life in the festival half of the church year (Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter seasons), we spend half a year focusing on the teachings of
Christ in what we call the non-festival half of the year (the Sundays after Pentecost). The paraments are green during this season as the Holy Spirit uses Christ’s teaching to grow the faith of
believers.
For several Sundays, we are listening to Jesus’ hard truths. Today he teaches us the cost of following him. It involves carrying the cross of confessing him and following his will, even if
means losing out on things we desire in this world. It would appear to be a great cost, except
that Jesus teaches us the infinite blessings we find in him. So, the decisions may be difficult.
But from the Lord’s Word it is clear. Whatever is lost as we follow Jesus pales in comparison
to what we gain.

Order Of Worship: Setting Two, pg. 172
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Hymns………………......……...………………………..703; 694; 697; 707
Soloist………………..…………………………..God is My Shepherd
Sermon Theme…..….……...……..….....................…..Philemon 1, 7-21
How Refreshing!

Prayer Of The Day
O merciful Lord, you did not spare your only Son but delivered him up for us all. Grant
us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow him, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

15

Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

See now, today I have set before you life and prosperity, death and disaster. 16 This
is what I am commanding you today: Love the Lord your God, walk in his ways, and
keep his commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances. Then you will live and increase in number, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are going
to possess.
17
But if your heart turns away, and you do not listen, and you are lured away, and
you bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 then I declare to you today that you will
most certainly perish. You will not live a long life on the land that you are about to enter
and possess by crossing over the Jordan.
19
I call the heavens and the earth to witness against you today that I have set before
you life and death, a blessing and a curse. Choose life so that you and your descendants
may live 20 by loving the Lord your God, by listening to his voice, and by clinging to
him, because that means life for you, and you will live a long life on your land that
the Lord swore to give to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Psalm 1
1

Epistle Lesson: Philemon 1, 7-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon, our dear friend and coworker
7
I have received great joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of
the saints have been refreshed by you, brother.
8
For that reason, even though I have plenty of boldness in Christ to order you to do
what is proper, 9 I am appealing to you, instead, on the basis of love, just as I, Paul, am
an old man and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 10 I am appealing to you on behalf of
my child Onesimus. I became his father while I was in chains. 11 There was a time when
he was useless to you, but now he is useful both to you and to me. 12 I have sent him
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(who is my very heart) back to you. Welcome him. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so
that he might serve me in your place while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not
want to do anything without your consent, so that your kindness would not be the result
of compulsion, but of willingness. 15 Perhaps this is why he was separated from you for
a while: so that you would have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave, but as more
than a slave, as a dear brother. He certainly is dear to me, but he is even more of a dear
brother to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome
18
me. And if he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I,
Paul, have written this with my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention that you owe
me your very self. 20 Yes, brother, I am asking for a favor from you in the Lord. Refresh
my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will
do even more than I ask.

Gospel Acclamation

Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. (John 6:68)
25

Gospel Lesson: Luke 14:25-35

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry
his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, if he wants to
build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, everyone
who sees it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build, but was not
able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, as he goes out to confront another king in war, will not
first sit down and consider if he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if he is not able, he sends out a delegation and
asks for terms of peace while his opponent is still far away. 33 So then, any one of you
who does not say farewell to all his own possessions cannot be my disciple. 34 Salt is
good, but if the salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? 35 It is not fit for
the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. The one who has ears to hear, let him
hear.”
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