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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906  

www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran 

(517) 485-4118 

Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM 

Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial 

Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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Notes for Visitors: 

 Welcome! If you are a guest this morning, please fill out a cream colored card.  These 
cards are placed in every pew.  One side of the card is for members receiving communion, 
the other side is for visitors.  You may place the card in the collection plate.  Feel free to 
also speak with one of the pastors to introduce yourself or ask any questions. 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway north of the sanctuary.   
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for  your  children, we have a room near  the 

church offices.  If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance. 
 Hymnals: Use the blue hymn books in the rack ahead of your  pew to follow along in 

the service.  If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you. 

Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor Paul J. Lindloff          Pastor Joel A. Voss 

The Pastors’ Notes 

After reliving the events of Christ’s life in the festival half of the church year (Advent, Christ-
mas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter seasons), we spend half a year focusing on the teachings of 
Christ in what we call the non-festival half of the year (the Sundays after Pentecost).  The para-
ments (altar cloths) are green during this season as the Holy Spirit uses Christ’s teaching to 
grow the faith of believers.   

For several Sundays we will see how Jesus’ focus to save us gives focus to our lives.  Earthly 
possessions and wealth can easily distract our focus.  Jesus’ instruction does not teach us to des-
pise these blessings.  We can be grateful for every gift we receive from the Lord.  Jesus’ instruc-
tion does teach us how to value earthly blessings correctly.  We recognize that these blessings 
will never give us true freedom, salvation, or lasting identity.  Those things can only come from 
Christ.  When we find freedom, salvation, and identity in him first, then we can understand how 
to properly use wealth. 

July 31, 2022 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 



 

 3 Order Of Worship: Setting One, pg. 154 

Hymns……………......……...…………………………..753; 820; 663; 818 
Sermon Theme…..….……...……..…...............…………..…Luke 12:13-21 

Enjoying God’s Gifts 

Prayer Of The Day 
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures you have stored up for us in heaven 
that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of your 
grace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 1:1-2, 12-14; 2:18-26 

 1The words of Ecclesiastes, David’s son, king in Jerusalem.  
2“Nothing but vapor,” Ecclesiastes said. “Totally vapor. Everything is just vapor that 

vanishes.”  
12I, Ecclesiastes, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my heart to 

seek out and explore with wisdom everything done under the sky. (What a burdensome 
task God has given the children of Adam to keep them busy!) 14I have seen all the ac-
tions done under the sun, and, look, it is all nothing but vapor. It is all chasing the wind. 

18I also hated all the results of my hard work, for which I worked so hard under the 
sun, since I must leave it all to the man who comes after me. 19And who knows—will he 
be wise, or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the results of my hard work, for 
which I worked so hard and so wisely, under the sun. This too is vapor that vanishes.  

20So I changed my course, and my heart began to despair over all my hard work at 
which I worked so hard under the sun. 21Sure, there may be a man who has worked 
hard—wisely, aptly, and skillfully. But he must hand over whatever he accumulated by 
all his hard work to a man who has not worked hard for it. This too is vapor. It’s so un-
fair! 22For what does a man gain through all his hard work, through all the turmoil in his 
heart, as he works so hard under the sun?  

23Pain fills all his days. His occupation is frustration. Even at night his heart does not 
rest. This too is vapor.  

24There is nothing better for a man than to eat and to drink and to find joy in his 
work. This too, I saw, is from God’s hand. 25For who can eat or enjoy himself apart 
from him? 26Yes, God gives wisdom, knowledge, and happiness to the man whom he 
considers good, but to the person who goes on sinning God gives the task of gathering 
and collecting, but only so that he can give it all to a person whom God considers good. 
This too is vapor, nothing but chasing wind.  

Psalm 90 
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Epistle Lesson: Colossians 3:1-11 
1Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on things above, not on 
earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, 
who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  

5So put to death whatever is worldly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust, 
evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. 6It is because of these things that the wrath of 
God is coming on the sons of disobedience. 7You too once walked in these things, when 
you were living in them.  

8But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of these: wrath, anger, malice, slander, 
and filthy language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to each other since you have put off 
the old self with its practices, 10and put on the new self, which is continually being re-
newed in knowledge, according to the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or 
Jew, circumcision or uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ 
is all and is in all.  

 Gospel Acclamation 
Store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, because where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:20,21) 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 12:13-21 
13Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inher-

itance with me.” 14But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or an 
arbitrator over you?”  

15Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a 
man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.”  

16He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17He 
was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store my 
crops?’ 18He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you 
have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.” ’  

20“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. 
Now who will get what you have prepared?’  

21“That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God.”  

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights 

reserved. www.wartburgproject.org.  Used with permission.   
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