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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906  

www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran 

(517) 485-4118 

Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM 

Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial 

Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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Notes for Visitors: 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuary.   
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for  your  children, we have a room 

near the church offices.  If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for 
assistance. 

 Hymnals: Use the red hymn books in the rack ahead of your  pew to follow 
along in the service.  If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to 
assist you. 

 

Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor Paul J. Lindloff          Pastor Joel A. Voss 

The Pastors’ Notes 

“Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.”  Christians prepare for 
celebrating the birth of Jesus by remembering the longing of the Jews as they waited for the 
Messiah to come.  We are reminded of how much we also need a Savior, and we look forward 
to his second coming (Advent)—even as we celebrate his first coming at Christmas.   

The four Sundays of Advent have traditionally been summarized with a one word exhortation 
(Watch; Prepare; Rejoice; Behold) as a new candle on the Advent wreath is lit each week until 
the center white candle (the Christ candle) is lit on Christmas Eve and following.  

During the second week of Advent, we remember to PREPARE.  We prepare for Jesus’ second 
coming by listening to the messengers God sends, like John the Baptist.  Their message from 
God is first: Repent!  Our preparation for Jesus’ coming involves realizing we cannot make 
proper preparations because of our sinfulness.  But repentance also trusts in the forgiveness of 
Jesus.  God prepares our hearts by cleansing us of our sins through Jesus’ work.  Make your 
preparations by remaining in this wonderful Gospel truth.   

December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday in Advent 



 

 3 

Order Of Worship: The Common Service, pg. 15 

Hymns………………………...……...…….………..384; 16; 32: 13  

Sermon Theme………………………………………….Luke 3: 1-6 

The Word of the Lord came to John 

Prayer Of The Day 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us 

strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Old Testament Lesson: Malachi 3: 1-4 

Look! I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly 
the Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The Messenger of the Cove-
nant, in whom you delight, will surely come, says the Lord of Armies. 
2 But who can endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when he     
appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers bleach! 3 He will be seated 
like a refiner and a purifier of silver. He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and like silver. They will belong to the Lord and bring him an offering in right-
eousness. 
4 Judah and Jerusalem’s offerings will be pleasing to the Lord as they were in the days 
of old, in years long ago. 
 

Psalm 24 (hymnal, pg. 73) 

 

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 1: 3-11 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 Every time I pray for all of you, I always 
pray with joy, 5 because of your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I 
am convinced of this very thing: that he who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 I am equally convinced that it is right for 
me to think this way about all of you, because I have you in my heart, for both in my 
chains and in my defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all share in this grace with 
me. 8 Yes, God is my witness of how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. 

9 And I pray that your love may still increase more and more in knowledge and every 
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insight. 10 This will result in your approval of the things that really matter, so that you 
will be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. All 

mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6 cf. NIV) 

 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 3: 1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—while Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high priest-
hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in 
the wilderness. 3 He went into the whole region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 Just as it is written in the book of the words 
of Isaiah the prophet:  

A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be 
    made low. 
The crooked will become straight, and the rough ways smooth. 
6 And everyone will see the salvation of God.”  

 

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The 

Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org.  Used with permission.    

Cover artwork is a product of Paramentics.  © 2014 Ian M. Welch.  Used by permission.  All Rights Re-

served. paramentics.com                   

The service music is covered under Onelicense.net, license # A-715881. 


