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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906
www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran
(517) 485-4118
Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM
Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial
Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)
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Notes for Visitors:







Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom
near the church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for
assistance.
Hymnals: Use the r ed hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow
along in the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to
assist you.
Holy Communion: The Sacr ament of Holy Communion (The Lor d’s Supper) will be
celebrated during our service this evening. If you are a communicant member of another
WELS congregation, we invite you to share this Sacrament with us. If you are not a member of our church, we ask you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and refrain
from coming forward until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our pastors. (Please read “Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information. Pamphlets are in
the Capitol Ave. entryway.)

December 31, 2021
New Year’s Eve
The Pastors’ Notes
The New Year brings with it a chance for renewal. Many people are looking ahead to
make “resolutions” they plan to keep as a commitment. As Christians, we look back to
the commitments our faithful Lord has made to us and for us. The readings this evening
will remind us of those gracious promises from our Lord. May he keep us faithful, as
we commit out trust to him!

Faithful Commitments
GREETING & INTRODUCTION
HYMN: 72 v1-2

O Lord, Our Father, Thanks and Praise

INVOCATION:
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES:
M: O Lord, open my lips,
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.
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M: Hasten to save me, O God;
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.
M: Lord, you have been our dwelling place
C: Throughout all generations.
M: You have set our iniquities before you,
C: Our secret sins in the light of your presence.
M: Teach us to number our days aright
C: That we may gain a heart of wisdom.
M: Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love
C: That we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
HYMN: 72 v3-4

O Lord, Our Father, Thanks and Praise

Genesis 17:1-7

(The LORD’s commitment to all nations)
1

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty. Walk before me and be blameless. 2I will make my covenant
between me and you, and I will make your descendants very numerous.”
3

Abram fell on his face. God spoke with him. He said, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you. You will be the father of many nations. 5Your name will not be Abram
anymore, but your name will be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a large
group of nations. 6I will make you extremely fruitful, and I will produce nations from
you. Kings will come out of you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you and
your descendants after you as an everlasting covenant throughout their generations. I
will be your God and the God of your descendants after you.
M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
HYMN: 69 v1,2,3

Across the Sky the Shades of Night

Joshua 24:14-24
(The Israelites renew their commitment to the LORD)
14

Joshua said, “Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly and
faithfully. Remove the gods that your fathers served in the region across the River and
in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15But if you see no benefit in serving the Lord, then
choose for yourselves today whomever you will serve—whether the gods that your fathers served beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.
But as for me and my household—we will serve the Lord!”
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16

The people responded by saying, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord in order to
serve other gods! 17For the Lord our God, he is the one who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, where we were slaves. He is the one who performed
these great signs right before our eyes and protected us on the whole journey that we
made and among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18The Lord drove out of our
presence all the peoples and the Amorites who were living in the land. We too will serve
the Lord, because he is our God!”
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BLESSING:
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN: 592

All Praise to Thee, My God This Night

19

But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, because he is a
holy God. He is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20If you
forsake the Lord and you serve foreign gods, then he will turn and cause disaster for
you, and he will put an end to you after he has done good for you.”
21

But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will most certainly serve the Lord!”
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So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have
chosen the Lord for yourselves in order to serve him.”
The people said, “We are witnesses!”

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

As we move into a new year, making resolutions and setting goals for ourselves, may
we remember these words. In all you do, trust in the Lord first. He is your strength.
May he be the strong foundation of your life so you will not stumble when life gets hard
and lose direction when things don’t go your way. With the Triune God as your leader, may you be prepared to live another year under his gracious guidance. Happy New
Year, and the Lord’s richest blessings!
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Joshua said, “Now, therefore, remove the foreign gods that are among you, and
turn your heart to the Lord, the God of Israel.”
24

The people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God, and we will listen to
his voice.”
M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
HYMN: 462 v1,2,3

Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways

Luke 4:14-21

(Jesus reveals that he is the fulfillment of God’s commitment to salvation)
14

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread
through all the surrounding area. 15He was teaching in their synagogues and being honored by everyone.
16

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As was his custom, he went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18

The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage V ersion® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg
Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org. Used with permission.
Bulletin artwork is a product of Paramentics.
Reserved. paramentics.com

© 2014 Ian M. Welch.

The service music is covered under Onelicense.net, license # A-715881.

Used by permission.
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your justice like noon.
Be silent before the Lord. Wait patiently for him.
do not fret when an evil man succeeds in his ways,
when he carries out his wicked schemes.
Let go of anger and abandon rage.
Do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For evildoers will be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the earth.

M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
PRAYER:
M: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.
C: Every day I will praise you and extol your name.
M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the
countless gifts of grace we have received from you.
C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made.
M: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that we are
much more valuable than they.
C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things.
M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself—all
these come to us from your generous hand.
C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant them
to us.
M: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our
faith, shield us from temptation, and equip us for service.
C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and
a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live our
lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace.
C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we began this year; in his
name we bring it to a close. Amen.
© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.
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to set free those who are oppressed,
19
and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
20

He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21He began to tell them, “Today, this
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
HYMN: 379 v1,2,4

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

(God’s faithful commit their whole lives to him by faith)
1

Therefore, beyond this, brothers, just as you received instruction from us about how
you are to walk so as to please God (as indeed you are doing), we ask and urge you in
the Lord Jesus that you do so even more. 2To be sure, you know what instructions we
gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3Indeed, this is God’s will: that you be sanctified,
namely, that you keep yourselves away from sexual immorality. 4He wants each of you
to learn to obtain a wife for yourself in a way that is holy and honorable, 5not in lustful
passion like the heathen, who do not know God. 6No one is to overstep and take advantage of his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things,
just as we said previously and solemnly testified to it. 7For God did not call us for uncleanness, but in sanctification. 8Consequently, whoever rejects this is not rejecting a
man, but the God who gives you his Holy Spirit.
9

Concerning brotherly love, there is no need to write to you, for you yourselves have
been taught by God, with the result that you love one another. 10In fact, you are doing so
toward all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we encourage you, brothers, to do
this even more, 11and to make it your ambition to live a quiet life, to mind your own
business, and to work with your own hands, just as we instructed you. 12Do this so that
you are conducting yourselves decently toward outsiders and are not lacking anything.
M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
OFFERING & HYMN: 469

Take My Life and Let It Be

1 Corinthians 11:23-29

(The new covenant given in the Lord’s Supper)
23

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you: The Lord Jesus, on the
night when he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the
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same way, after the meal, he also took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new testament in
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

27

Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and blood. 28Instead, let a person examine himself and after doing so, let him eat of the bread and drink from the cup.
29
For if anyone eats and drinks in an unworthy way because he does not recognize the
Lord’s body, he eats and drinks judgment on himself.
M: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
CONFESSION OF SINS (Personal Preparation for Holy Communion, pg. 156)
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent
to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you
have made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived
by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched
out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unites us as one,
and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through
him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 748 (printed on pg. 10)
415

Lamb of God
Be Still, My Soul

THANKSGIVING
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: His mercy endures forever.
M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Psalm 37:1-9

(The LORD’s redeemed commit their trust to him)
1

2

3

4

5
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Do not fret because of evildoers.
Do not be envious of those who do wrong,
for like grass they will wither quickly.
like green plants they will wilt.
Trust in the Lord and do good.
Dwell in the land and feed on faithfulness.
Take pleasure in the Lord,
and he will grant your heart’s desires.
Commit your way to the Lord.
Trust in him, and he will act.
He will make your righteousness shine like light,

