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1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906
www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran
(517) 485-4118
Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM
Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial
Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website
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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Paul J. Lindloff

Pastor Joel A. Voss

Notes for Visitors:







Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom
near the church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for
assistance.
Hymnals: Use the r ed hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow
along in the service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to
assist you.
Holy Communion: The Sacr ament of Holy Communion (The Lor d’s Supper) will be
celebrated at the close of our church services today. If you are a communicant member of
another WELS congregation, we invite you to share this Sacrament with us. If you are not a
member of our church, we ask you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and
refrain from coming forward until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our
pastors. (Please read “Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information. Pamphlets are in

December 26, 2021

First Sunday after Christmas
The Pastors’ Notes
Christmas tells the story of Jesus as the long-awaited King who has finally come to save us.
Jesus, God’s Son, the King of heaven and earth, is born in Bethlehem—the Son of God is a baby
lying in a manger. The Christmas season continues after December 25 over a period traditionally known as the twelve days of Christmas. The twelve days of Christmas mark the days between Christmas on December 25th and Epiphany on January 6th. During this time, the Church
rejoices around the truth of Christmas—our God was made flesh for us.
The color for the Christmas season is white, symbolizing the divinity, eternity, purity, light, and
joy of Jesus Christ.
This Sunday, we rejoice in Jesus as our brother. Born as one of us, he grew up in the wisdom of
God’s Word, like us. He lived a life that was all about the Father’s will. That will was to share
in our humanity, in order that he would be the one to destroy the power of death.
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Order Of Worship: Service of Word and Sacrament, pg. 26
Hymns………………..…..…...…………..….………..41; 269; 64
Distribution Hymns…………..…………..……………..35; 36; 37
Sermon Theme…………..………...….……….….…Luke 2:41-52
Jesus is our Substitute

Prayer Of The Day
Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Lesson: 1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26
18

But Samuel ministered before the Lord while he was still a young boy, dressed in a
special vest made of linen. 19 His mother would make a little robe for him and bring it to
him whenever she came up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would
bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord give you offspring from this woman in place of the son she asked for, whom she loaned to the Lord.” Then they would
go back to their home.
26

The young man Samuel continued to grow, and he increased in favor with both
the Lord and with men.

Psalm 111 (hymnal, pg. 106)
Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 2: 10-18
10

Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom everything exists), in leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their salvation to his goal
through sufferings. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all have
one Father. For that reason, he is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says: I will
declare your name to my brothers. Within the congregation I will sing your praise.
13
And again: I will trust in him. Here I am and the children God has given me.
14
Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and
blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death
(that is, the Devil) 15 and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of
death. 16 For surely he was not concerned with helping angels but with helping Abra-
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ham’s offspring. 17 For this reason, he had to become like his brothers in every way, in
order that he would be a merciful and faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God,
so that he could pay for the sins of the people. 18 Indeed, because he suffered when he
was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia.
(Colossians 3:15a)

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2: 41-52
41

Every year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 42 When he was
twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the Festival. 43 When the days
had ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents
did not know it. 44 Since they thought he was in their group, they went a day’s journey.
Then they began to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.
46

After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us this way? See, your father and I have
been anxiously looking for you.”
49

He said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be
taking care of my Father’s business?” 50 They did not understand what he was telling
them.
51

He went down with them and came to Nazareth. He was always obedient to them.
And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 52 Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and with people.

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage V ersion® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The
Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org. Used with permission.
Cover artwork is a product of Paramentics. © 2014 Ian M. Welch. Used by permission. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com
The service music is covered under Onelicense.net, license # A-715881.

