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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906  

www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran 

(517) 485-4118 

Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM & 7:00PM 

Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial 

Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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Notes for Visitors: 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuary.   
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for  your  children, we have a room 

near the church offices.  If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for 
assistance. 

 Hymnals: Use the red hymn books in the rack ahead of your  pew to follow 
along in the service.  If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to 
assist you. 

Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor Paul J. Lindloff          Pastor Joel A. Voss 

The Pastors’ Notes 

After reliving the events of Christ’s life in the festival half of the church year (Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter seasons), we spend half a year focusing on the 
teachings of Christ in what we call the non-festival half of the year (the Sundays after 
Pentecost).  The paraments are green during this season as the Holy Spirit uses Christ’s 
teaching to grow the faith of believers.   

Today begins a shift in emphasis for the latter part of the Pentecost season.  Having 
heard God’s wisdom through his gracious promises, we are encouraged to see Jesus as 
our all in all.  From our readings today, we see that such an attitude is not about how we 
present ourselves on the outside.  Rather, it begins in our hearts, as we learn how Christ 
has presented our hearts and souls as “clean” before God.  Cleansed within, we desire to 
follow his will, and as the Prayer of the Day says, “avoid whatever is wicked and harm-
ful” for our faith.   

September 5, 2021 
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Order Of Worship: The Common Service pg. 15 
Hymns……………...…………...…….………..239; 459; 471; 462 

Sermon Theme...……..…………….……Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Let Jesus Do the Dishes 

Prayer Of The Day 

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing mer-
cy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to 
our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

So now, Israel, listen to the statutes and the ordinances that I am teaching you, and carry them 
out so that you may live and so that you may enter the land that the Lord, the God of your fa-
thers, is giving to you and take possession of it. 2 Do not add to the word that I am commanding 
you, and do not subtract from it, so that you keep the commandments of the Lord your God that 
I am commanding you.  
6 Keep them and put them into practice, because in this way your wisdom and your understand-
ing will be recognized by all the people who hear about all these statutes; and they will say, 
“This great nation is certainly a wise and understanding people,” 7 because what other great na-
tion is there that has a god as close to it as the Lord our God is to us whenever we call on 
him? 8 What other great nation is there that has statutes and ordinances as righteous as this entire 
law that I am presenting to you today? 
9 But guard yourselves and guard your whole being diligently, so that you do not forget the 
things that your eyes have seen and so that those things do not disappear from your heart all the 
rest of the days of your life. Make them known to your children and to your children’s children. 

Psalm 119c (hymnal, pg. 111) 

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 6: 10-20 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you can stand against the schemes of the Devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 For this reason, take up the full ar-
mor of God, so that you will be able to take a stand on the evil day and, after you have done  
everything, to stand. 14 Stand, then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness fastened in place, 15 and with the readiness that comes from the gos-
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pel of peace tied to your feet like sandals. 16 At all times hold up the shield of faith, with which 
you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the Evil One. 17 Also take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18 At every opportunity, pray in the Spirit with every kind of prayer and petition. Stay alert for 
the same reason, always persevering in your intercession for all the saints. 19 Pray for me also, 
that when I open my mouth a message will be given to me that boldly reveals the mystery of the 
gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may speak about it boldly, as it is 
necessary for me to speak. 

    Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart.      

Alleluia. (Jeremiah 15:15 cf. RSV)  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
The Pharisees and some of the experts in the law came from Jerusalem and gathered around Je-
sus. 2 They saw some of his disciples eating bread with unclean (that is, unwashed) hands. 3 In 
fact, the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they scrub their hands with a fist, holding to 
the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they 
wash. And there are many other traditions they adhere to, such as the washing of cups, pitchers, 
kettles, and dining couches. 5 The Pharisees and the experts in the law asked Jesus, “Why do 
your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders? Instead they eat bread with un-
clean hands.” 
6 He answered them, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites. As it is writ-
ten: These people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 
7They worship me in vain, teaching human rules as if they were doctrines. 
8 “You abandon God’s commandment but hold to human tradition like the washing of pitchers 
and cups, and you do many other such things.”  
14 He called the crowd to him again and said, “Everyone, listen to me and understand. 15 There is 
nothing outside of a man that can make him unclean by going into him. But the things that come 
out of a man are what make a man unclean.  
21 In fact, from within, out of people’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual sins, theft, mur-
der, 22 adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, unrestrained immorality, envy, slander, arrogance, 
and foolishness. 23 All these evil things proceed from within and make a person unclean.”  

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights 

reserved. www.wartburgproject.org.  Used with permission.   

Cover artwork is a product of Paramentics.  © 2014 Ian M. Welch.  Used by permission.  All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com                   

The service music is covered under Onelicense.net, license # A-715881. 


