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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906  

www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran 

(517) 485-4118 

Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 6:30PM 

Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial 

Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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Notes for Visitors: 

 Restrooms are located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuary.   
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for  your  children, we have a room 

near the church offices.  If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for 
assistance. 

 Hymnals: Use the red hymn books in the rack ahead of your  pew to follow 
along in the service.  If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to 
assist you. 

 Holy Communion: The Sacrament of Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper) will be 
celebrated at the close of our church services today.  If you are a communicant member of 
another WELS congregation, we invite you to share this Sacrament with us.  If you are not a 
member of our church, we ask you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and 
refrain from coming forward until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our 
pastors.  (Please read “Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information.  Pamphlets are in 

Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor Paul J. Lindloff          Pastor Joel A. Voss 

The Pastors’ Notes 

After reliving the events of Christ’s life in the festival half of the church year (Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter seasons), we spend half a year focusing on the 
teachings of Christ in what we call the non-festival half of the year (the Sundays after 
Pentecost).  The paraments are green during this season as the Holy Spirit uses Christ’s 
teaching to grow the faith of believers.   

Our readings for several weeks have this focus: Christ wants to deepen our understand-
ing to see him as our all in all.  This happens as the Lord works through his Word to 
strengthen our trust in his promises.  Today, he does that to help us see that especially in 
suffering and need, God does all things well.  This truth gives Christians a quiet confi-
dence throughout our lives.   

September 12, 2021 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Order Of Worship: Service Of The Word And Sacrament pg. 26 

Hymns……………...…………...…….………..238; 235; 329 

Distribution Hymns…………..……………………...432; 436 

Sermon Theme...……….…..…………….……James 1: 17-27 

Listen and Learn…Learn and Do! 

Prayer Of The Day 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it can-
not continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 35: 4-7a 
4 Tell those who have a fearful heart: 
    Be strong. 
    Do not be afraid. 
    Look! Your God will come with vengeance. 
    With God’s own retribution, he will come and save you.  
5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged. 
6 The crippled will leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy. 
Waters will flow in the wilderness, 
and streams in the wasteland. 
7 The burning sand will become a pool, 
and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water.  
 

Psalm 146 (hymnal, pg. 120) 

 

Epistle Lesson: James 1: 17-27 
17 Every good act of giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the lights, who does not change or shift like a shadow. 18 Just as he planned, he 
gave us birth by the word of truth so that we would be a kind of firstfruits of his crea-
tions. 
19 Remember this, my dear brothers: Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to become angry. 20 Certainly, a man’s anger does not bring about what is right be-



 

 4 

fore God. 21 So after getting rid of all moral filthiness and overflowing wickedness, re-
ceive with humility the word planted in you. It is able to save your souls. 
22 Be people who do what the word says, not people who only hear it. Such people are 
deceiving themselves. 23 In fact, if anyone hears the word and does not do what it says, 
he is like a man who carefully looks at his own natural face in a mirror. 24 Indeed, he 
carefully looks at himself; then, he goes away and immediately forgets what he looked 
like. 25 But the one who looks carefully into the perfect law, the law of freedom, and 
continues to do so—since he does not hear and forget but actually does what it says—
that person will be blessed in what he does. 
26 If anyone considers himself to be religious but deceives his own heart because he does 
not bridle his tongue, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and un-
defiled in the sight of God the Father is this: to take care of orphans and widows in their 
affliction and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 

    Verse of the Day 

Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Alleluia. 

(Philippians 4:4 RSV)  

 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 7: 31-37 
31 Jesus left the region of Tyre again and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, with-
in the region of the Decapolis. 
32 They brought a man to him who was deaf and had a speech impediment. They pleaded 
with Jesus to place his hand on him. 33 Jesus took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd. He put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s 
tongue. 34 After he looked up to heaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha!” (which 
means “Be opened!”) 35 Immediately the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was set 
free, and he began to speak plainly. 36 Jesus gave the people strict orders to tell no one, 
but the more he did so, the more they kept proclaiming it. 37 They were amazed beyond 
measure and said, “He has done everything well. He even makes the deaf hear and the 
mute speak!” 

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights 

reserved. www.wartburgproject.org.  Used with permission.   

Cover artwork is a product of Paramentics.  © 2014 Ian M. Welch.  Used by permission.  All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com                   

The service music is covered under Onelicense.net, license # A-715881. 


