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www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran
(517)485-4118
Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 7:00PM
Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial
Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website
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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Paul J. Lindloff

Pastor Joel A. Voss

Notes for Visitors:
 Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.
 Hymnals: Use the r ed hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow along in the
service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

May 2, 2021

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
The Pastors’ Notes
We bask in the glory of Jesus’ resurrection for several weeks following Easter. The
Sundays of Easter are colored white to remind us of that glory. During these weeks, the
Old Testament lesson is replaced with a lesson from the book of Acts, showing the advancement of the gospel through the Church.
The latter half of our Easter Sundays focus us on our relationship to the risen Christ
through his Word. Today we see we are connected to our risen Lord. He brings us into
his Holy Christian Church through faith in all he has done. And connecting us to himself, as branches are connected to the vine, he even produces fruits of faith from our
new, living hearts. This is a wonderful theme for us to consider as today we will also
observe the Rite of Confirmation in our 10:30 service. It is not the confession of our
confirmands that saves them. Rather, such a confession in word and deed flows from
already being connected to their risen Lord. May he bless our confirmands, and all of
us, that our fruits of faith would be blessings to others.
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Order Of Worship: Service of the Word, pg. 38
The liturgical songs will be omitted (Oh, Taste and See; Verse of the Day). Liturgical responses
(Amen, etc.) will be spoken.
HYMN: 226 (To Your Temple I Draw Near)
INVOCATION (pg. 38)
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION (pg. 38)
PRAYER OF THE DAY (pg. 39)
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts
may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
FIRST LESSON (Acts 8: 26-40)
26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is an isolated area.) 27 So he got up and went. And there was a man, an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, Queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all
her treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship. 28 He was on his way home, sitting in his
chariot and reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go over there and stay close to
that chariot.” 30 Philip ran up to it and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet. Philip asked, “Do
you understand what you are reading?” 31 The man replied, “How can I unless someone explains
it to me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of Scripture
the eunuch was reading was this: He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before
its shearer is silent, so he does not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who will talk about his generation? For his life is taken from the earth. 34 The eunuch said to
Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet talking about—himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip
began to speak. Starting with that very passage of Scripture, he told him the good news about
Jesus. 36 As they were traveling along the road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water. What is there to prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He ordered the chariot to stop. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39 When they stepped up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. The
eunuch did not see him anymore, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, found himself at Azotus. And as he went from place to place, he preached the gospel in all the towns until
he came to Caesarea.
PSALM 67 (pg. 91)
EPISTLE LESSON (1 J ohn 3: 18-24)
18
Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in action and truth.
19
This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God. 22 We
also receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his commands and do what is pleasing
in his sight. 23 This then is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,
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and that we love one another just as he commanded us. The one who keeps his commands remains in God and God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We know it from the
Spirit, whom he has given to us.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the
life, says the Lord. Alleluia. (John 14: 6)
GOSPEL LESSON (J ohn 15: 1-8)
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
he is going to cut off. And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will bear more
fruit.3 “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I
am going to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.5 “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The
one who remains in me and I in him is the one who bears much fruit, because without me you
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers.
Such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN 141 (At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing)
SERMON Rested Hear ts (1 J ohn 3: 18-24)
APOSTLES’ CREED (pg. 41)
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (8:00AM)
CONFIRMATION RITE (10:30AM)
LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 43)
PRAYER (pg. 43)
BLESSING (pg. 44)
HYMN 596 (Let Me Be Your s For ever )
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