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1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906
www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran
(517)485-4118
Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 7:00PM
Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial
Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website
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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Paul J. Lindloff

Pastor Joel A. Voss

Notes for Visitors:
 Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.
 Hymnals: Use the r ed hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow along in the
service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.
 Holy Communion: The Sacr ament of Holy Communion (The Lor d’s Supper) will be
celebrated at the close of our church services today. If you are a communicant member of
another WELS congregation, we invite you to share this Sacrament with us. If you are not a
member of our church, we ask you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and
refrain from coming forward until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our
pastors. (Please read “Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information. Pamphlets are in
the Capitol Ave. entryway.)

April 25, 2021

The Fourth Sunday of Easter—Good Shepherd
The Pastors’ Notes
We bask in the glory of Jesus’ resurrection for several weeks following Easter. The
Sundays of Easter are colored white to remind us of that glory. During these weeks, the
Old Testament lesson is replaced with a lesson from the book of Acts, showing the advancement of the gospel through the Church.
The risen Christ is our Good Shepherd. The Fourth Sunday of Easter is set aside to focus on Jesus as our Good Shepherd. Each year we hear from Psalm 23 as well as a selection of verses from John, chapter 10. Both sections of Scripture are known to speak
of the Lord as our Shepherd.
Good Shepherd Sunday also begins a slight shift in focus for each service. The readings
in the coming weeks begin to focus on our relationship to the risen Christ through his
Word. The image of Jesus as our Shepherd teaches us how he protects our souls
through the Gospel message of his Word. Our hymns today focus on that beautiful relationship with Jesus as our Shepherd. Especially notice how each verse of hymn
375 corresponds to the respective verses of Psalm 23.
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Order Of Worship: Service of the Word, pg. 38
The liturgical songs will be omitted (Oh, Taste and See; Verse of the Day). Liturgical responses
(Amen, etc.) will be spoken.
HYMN: 432 (I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb)

INVOCATION (pg. 38)
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION (pg. 38)
PRAYER OF THE DAY (pg. 39)
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead us
now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
FIRST LESSON (Acts 4: 23-33)
23

After Peter and John were released, they went to their own friends and reported everything the
high priests and the elders had said. 24 When they heard this, with one mind they raised their
voices to God and said, “Master, you are the God who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and
everything in them. 25 By the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David, your servant,
you said: Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth take
their stand, and the rulers are gathered together against the Lord and against his Anointed One
27
“For certainly, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and people
of Israel, were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They
did whatever your hand and your plan had decided beforehand should happen. 29 “Now Lord,
look at their threats and give to your servants the ability to keep on speaking your word with all
boldness 30 as you stretch out your hand to heal and as signs and wonders take place through the
name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After they prayed, the place where they were gathered was
shaken. Also, everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit, and they continued to speak the word of
God with boldness.32 The whole group of believers was one in heart and soul. No one claimed
that any of his possessions was his own, but they held everything in common. 33 The apostles
continued to testify about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ with great power, and abundant grace was on all of them.
PSALM 23 (pg. 72)
EPISTLE LESSON (1 J ohn 3: 1, 2)
See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God, and that is
what we are! The world does not know us, because it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, we are
children of God now, but what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when he is
revealed we will be like him, and we will see him as he really is.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the good shepherd; I know
my sheep and my sheep know me.. Alleluia. (John 10: 14)
GOSPEL LESSON (J ohn 10: 11-18)
11
“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired
man, who is not a shepherd, does not own the sheep. He sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep,
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and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them. Because he works for money, he does not care about the sheep.14 “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my
sheep know me 15 (just as the Father knows me and I know the Father). And I lay down my life
for the sheep. 16 I also have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd. 17 This is why
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have the authority to lay it down, and I have the authority to take it up again. This is the commission I received from my Father.”
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN 375 (The King of Love My Shepher d Is)
SERMON Knowing and Knowing (J ohn 10: 11-18)
APOSTLES’ CREED (pg. 41)
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 43)
PRAYER (pg. 43)
BLESSING (pg. 44)
HYMN 436 (J esus, Shepher d of the Sheep)
HOLY COMMUNION (Wor ds of Institution and Distr ibution)
Following the closing hymn, there will be a silent dismissal for those not remaining for Holy
Communion. During distribution there will be no hymns. You are encouraged to use the
Personal Preparation for Holy Communion on page 156 in the hymnal, and / or the Communion
prayers on the top of page 11. You are encouraged to use the hand sanitizer pumps before
coming forward. When departing after distribution, please allow the pulpit side to exit first, then
the organ side.
CLOSING PRAYER
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
CLOSING BLESSING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you. Amen.
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