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Notes for Visitors:
 Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.
 Hymnals: Use the r ed hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow along in the
service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.

April 18, 2021

The Third Sunday of Easter
The Pastors’ Notes
We bask in the glory of Jesus’ resurrection for several weeks following Easter. The
Sundays of Easter are colored white to remind us of that glory. During these weeks, the
Old Testament lesson is replaced with a lesson from the book of Acts, showing the advancement of the gospel through the Church. Each Sunday will focus on the implications of Jesus’ resurrection for our lives now.
The focus this Sunday is how we receive Easter blessings of peace, life, and forgiveness
through God’s effective means of grace. Through Word and Sacrament, our risen Lord
fills us with his grace to strengthen our souls. Such strength in soul helps us understand
trouble and fear in this life. Yes, God speaks to us that we may have an increase of faith
in him and peace for our lives now and hereafter. That peace is ours because Jesus has
risen! He has risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Order Of Worship: Service of the Word, pg. 38
The liturgical songs will be omitted (Oh, Taste and See; Verse of the Day). Liturgical responses
(Amen, etc.) will be spoken.
HYMN: 148 (The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done)

INVOCATION (pg. 38)
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION (pg. 38)
PRAYER OF THE DAY (pg. 39)
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death.
By his resurrection of life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal
joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
FIRST LESSON (Acts 4: 8-12)
8

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel, 9 if we are being questioned today for a kind act that was done for the lame man, as to how
this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that it was
by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead! By him this man stands before you healed. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by
you builders, which has become the cornerstone.12 “There is salvation in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved.”
PSALM 118 (pg. 108)
EPISTLE LESSON (2 Cor inthians 2: 12-3:6)
12

When I came to Troas to proclaim the gospel of Christ and a door was opened for me by the
Lord, 13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia.14 But thanks be to God, who always causes us to triumph in Christ and reveals the fragrance of his knowledge through us in every place. 15 Yes, we
are the fragrance of Christ for God among those who are being saved and among those who are
perishing. 16 To some we are the odor of death that is a prelude to death, to the others the fragrance of life that is a prelude to life. And who is qualified for these things? 17 To be sure, we are
not like many who peddle the word of God for profit. Instead, in Christ we speak with sincerity
in the sight of God, as men from God.
Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known
and read by everyone. 3 It is clear that you are a letter from Christ, delivered by us, written not
with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on stone tablets but on tablets that are hearts of
flesh.4 Such is the confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent
by ourselves to claim that anything comes from us; rather, our competence is from God. 6 He
also made us competent as ministers of a new testament (not of letter, but of spirit). For the letter
kills, but the spirit gives life.
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VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning within
us while he talked with us on the road and opened Scriptures to us. Alleluia. (Luke 24: 32)
GOSPEL LESSON (Luke 24: 36-49)
36

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” 37 But they were terrified and frightened and thought they were looking at
a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look
at my hands and my feet. It is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh
and bones as you see that I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet. 41 While they still did not believe it (because of their joy), and while they were still wondering, he said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled
fish and some honeycomb. 43 He took it and ate in front of them. 44 He said to them, “These are
my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.”45 Then he opened their minds
to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is written and so it must be: The
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses
of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until
you are clothed with power from on high.”
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN 160 (This J oyful Easter tide)
SERMON Easter Helps Us Under stand (Luke 24: 36-49)
APOSTLES’ CREED (pg. 41)
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 43)
PRAYER (pg. 43)
BLESSING (pg. 44)
HYMN 167 (J esus Chr ist, My Sur e Defense)
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