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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church

1001 North Capitol Avenue Lansing, MI 48906
www.emanuelfirst.org; www.facebook.com/EmanuelLutheran
(517)485-4118
Service Times: Sunday 8:00AM & 10:30AM - Wednesday 7:00PM
Radio Broadcast Sunday 8:00AM on WJIM 1240 on the AM dial
Live streaming 8:00 and 10:30AM follow the prompt on the website
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Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Paul J. Lindloff

Pastor Joel A. Voss

Notes for Visitors:
 Restrooms ar e located in the hallway nor th of the sanctuar y.
 Nursery Room: If you need a quiet place for your childr en, we have a r oom near the
church offices. If you need help finding the room, please ask an usher for assistance.
 Hymnals: Use the r ed hymn books in the r ack ahead of your pew to follow along in the
service. If you need help or guidance, please ask someone nearby to assist you.
 Holy Communion: The Sacr ament of Holy Communion (The Lor d’s Supper) will be
celebrated at the close of our church services today. If you are a communicant member of
another WELS congregation, we invite you to share this Sacrament with us. If you are not a
member of our church, we ask you to honor our Biblical practice of close communion and
refrain from coming forward until you have completed doctrinal discussions with one of our
pastors. (Please read “Attending the Lord’s Supper” for more information. Pamphlets are in
the Capitol Ave. entryway.)

April 11, 2021

The Second Sunday of Easter
The Pastors’ Notes
We bask in the glory of Jesus’ resurrection for several weeks following Easter. The
Sundays of Easter are colored white to remind us of that glory. During these weeks, the
Old Testament lesson is replaced with a lesson from the book of Acts, showing the advancement of the gospel through the Church. Each Sunday will focus on the implications of Jesus’ resurrection for our lives now.
This week, we see how Jesus’ resurrection gives us peace. Having spent Lent in a time
of repentance, we joyfully hear Jesus’ message through our lessons today: Peace be with
you! Peace is no longer a wish, but a reality. For Jesus has risen! His sacrifice has truly satisfied God’s wrath and now we live at peace with him. Like the disciples after
Easter, we need to our Savior to continually speak that comforting truth to us, which is
why we have gathered here today. Jesus has risen; peace be with you!
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Order Of Worship: Service of the Word, pg. 38
The liturgical songs will be omitted (Oh, Taste and See; Verse of the Day). Liturgical responses
(Amen, etc.) will be spoken.
HYMN: 145 (Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won)
INVOCATION (pg. 38)
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION (pg. 38)
PRAYER OF THE DAY (pg. 39)
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. Come to us
also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding
presences: for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST LESSON (Acts 3: 12-20)
12

When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this? Why are
you staring at us, as if by our own power or godliness we have made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and
disowned in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14 You disowned the Holy and
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you. 15 You killed the Author of Life, whom God
raised from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 And on the basis of faith in his name, it is the name of
Jesus that has strengthened this man, whom you see and know. This faith that comes through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17 “Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. 18 But in this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through the mouth of
all the prophets: that his Christ would suffer. 19 Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped
out, 20 so that refreshing times may come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send Jesus, the
Christ appointed for you.

PSALM 16 (pg. 68)
EPISTLE LESSON (1 J ohn 5: 1-6)
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves

the God who has given birth also loves one who has been born of him. 2 This is how we know that we love
the children of God: when we love God and keep his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: that we
keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 because everyone who has been born of
God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world: our faith. 5 Who is the one who
overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 6 This is the one who came
by water and blood: Jesus Christ. He did not come by the water alone but by the water and by the blood.
The Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet believe. Alleluia. (John 20: 29b)

GOSPEL LESSON (J ohn 20: 19-31)
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors because of
their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he
said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also sending you.” 22 After
saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s
sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 But Thomas, one of
the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples kept
telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and
put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 After eight

4
days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen
me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written in this book. 31 But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in his name.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN 165 (O Sons and Daughter s of the King)
SERMON That’s Pretty Hard to Believe (John 20: 19-31)
APOSTLES’ CREED (pg. 41)
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 43)
PRAYER (pg. 43)
BLESSING (pg. 44)
HYMN 158 (I Am Content! My J esus Lives Again)
HOLY COMMUNION (Wor ds of Institution and Distr ibution)
Following the closing hymn, there will be a silent dismissal for those not remaining for Holy Communion.
During distribution there will be no hymns. You are encouraged to use the Personal Preparation for Holy Communion on page 156 in the hymnal, and / or the Communion prayers on the top of page 11. You
are encouraged to use the hand sanitizer pumps before coming forward. When departing after distribution, please allow the pulpit side to exit first, then the organ side.

CLOSING PRAYER
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that through it
you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING BLESSING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Amen.
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