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“Death has been swal-
lowed up iIn victory”
“Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?”

1 Corinthians 15:54b,55

It is not uncommon to rejoice
when your enemy meets death.
For instance, after young David
killed the Philistine warrior-giant
Goliath, Scripture tells us that
women “came out from all the
towns of Israel...with singing and
dancing, with joyful songs and
with tambourines and
lutes” (1Samuel 18:6). They ex-
ulted in the death of Israel’s en-
emy. The giant's great power had
been neutralized. Fear abolished.
As is normally the case, David was
hailed as the victor.

How strange it is then to cele-
brate the fact that Jesus Christ
won the ultimate victory over our
spiritual enemies, not by avoiding
death but by willingly embracing
it! No doubt the devil and his
menacing cohorts rejoiced on that
first Good Friday as they wit-
nessed Jesus, God’s only Son, offer-
ing up his final breath. At last,
they must have thought, we have
defeated God and his Anointed
One for good! The hellish tambou-
rines and lutes were perhaps mer-
rily passed around, and a raucous
party probably ensued.

Just one problem: Jesus did
not remain dead! He rose victori-
ously from death on the third day
to show his power over that insig-
nificant enemy and to assure us
that the forgiveness of sins and
eternal life has been won for all
people. Jesus’ victory over death
becomes our victory by grace
through faith in him, who is our
life. Yes, by the death of Life it-
self, death is swept away. What a
paradox!

No one delighted in this scrip-
tural paradox more than Martin
Luther. In his hymn “Christ Je-
sus Lay in Death’'s Strong
Bands” (CW 161), the reformer
envisions the cosmic battlefield
occupied by life and death. At one
point death’s strong bands held
our Savior captive, “but now at
God’s right hand he stands and
brings us life from heaven” (st. 1).
Yes, Luther admits, “it was a
strange and dreadful strife when
life and death contended,” but
“the victory remained with life;
the reign of death was
ended...Death is swallowed up by
death, its sting is lost forever” (st.
2). And who alone could win such
an eternal victory? Only Christ,
“the true Paschal Lamb...whom
God so freely gave us.” We can
pull out the tambourines and
lutes! “Satan cannot harm us.
Hallelujah!” (st.3).

Our Christian faith has some-
thing to sing about: life wins the
victory over death through death!
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Each Sunday 8:00 and 10:30
AM. Summer evening worship
resumes Tuesday, June 1 at
7:00 pm. The Emanuel Hour
of Worship” Sundays at 8:00
AM, 1240 on the dial, WJIM.

Monday — Thursday 8:00 AM —
3:30 PM. Summer hours will
be Tuesday-Thursdays from
8:00 AM—3:00 PM, beginning
on Tuesday, June 8.

is May 2 at the
10:30 a.m. service. There are
seven young people eligible for
confirmation this year.

Need to do some
spring cleaning? Drop off for
our spring rummage sale be-
gins on May 16 for the sale on
May 20 & 21. Proceeds of the
rummage sale benefit the
many missions the Missionary
Society supports.

If you are
interested in serving our con-
gregation in this way please
contact Elders members Lou
Leitz or Ted Reuschel.

I T #
$ 1 pres-

entation Sunday, May 16th,
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2:30 p.m. at University Lu-
theran Church in East Lans-
ing. “When you have a better
understanding of the factors
that affect financial markets
and trends, you can make more
informed investment deci-
sions.” Registration re-
quired—forms are located on
the church bulletin board.

O
Leadership Conference
July 16-18 at the seminary in
Mequon, WI. This years
theme is “Leading with a
Christ-like attitude.” Partici-
pants will attend keynote pres-
entations and workshops, and
will be edified with a Friday
night reception as well as wor-
ship services throughout the
weekend. Registration forms
are available on the church
bulletin board and additional
information can be found at
www.wels.net/women.

please revise the
church’s email in your contacts
to info@emanuelfirst.org.

I'%
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+ If not then that
probably means we don’'t have
your address on file. Please
provide it for us—either write
us a note or email it to us at
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info@emanuelfirst.org.

for our members remains ex-
tremely important. Please
pass along any changes/
corrections to the church office.

. = & ) (
deadline is Sunday,
August 8. We encourage all
who would like to submit infor-
mation for the newsletter to
please do so. Information may
be submitted electronically to
info@emanuelfirst.org

% -
Enlarged versions of the bulle-
tin as well as the hymnal are
available in the narthex and
also at the end of the ramp in
the front of the sanctuary.
Please see an usher if you have
any questions.

/ Thank
you for continuing to register
as a member of Emanuel
when a hospital stay is neces-
sary. At Sparrow, Emanuel’s
registration number is 3006,
and please remember to give
your permission for the hospi-
tal to tell us you have been ad-
mitted.

% o 1

2 3 Donations can be
placed in the chapel hallway
receptacle provided for this
charitable service. Personal
items (hand/dish soaps, toilet
paper, razors, etc.) in addition
to the prepackaged and non-
perishable food items are al-
ways needed. Thanks for sup-
porting this work.
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2010 SPRING UPDATE FROM YOUR
CHURCH HISTORY/ARCHIVES COMMITTEE

4 5 #
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We hope that you took note of
the Christmas Season displays
in both of the hallway cases.
Right now there are displays
with a Lenten-Easter theme.
After Easter ends (with Pente-
cost on May 23), there will be a
new display of some sort.
We're considering several pos-
sibilities for summer displays.

2 3 . 6

Yes, we know you have been
asking about the long-delayed
booklet on the history of
Emanuel from 1855 to the pre-
sent. No, we haven't given up
on it. It is still a work in pro-
gress, even if the advance may
seem to be at the fabled tor-
toise’s pace.

There are several reasons for
the slow going. We have spent
quite a bit of time on the for-
mat of the booklet and on the
pictures to be included. We
have also decided to do as
much as
possible of
the work
ourselves,

in order to
make the final costs as low as
possible. Those two items in

and of themselves have eaten
up large chunks of time.

We think the extra time spent
is well worth it. Our desire is
to provide an informative view
of the many facets of Emanuel
in a booklet which can be re-
used over the years both by
our long-term and short-term
members.

O O
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We need some R
8% 4 1 5 - 2% (

, with the understand-
ing that those listed will not be
returned. Com-
. PUtEr copies
are acceptable.
" Please give as
much informa-
tion about the pictures as you
can (names, dates, other items
of interest, etc.).

We’re seeking more

GROUP PICTURES OF:

(family reunions)

<0 1

(weddings,
baptisms, confirmations, yes,

even funerals)

3. > D
1 D (OJ
(through the years)

4. 5

1 1 (may include

pastors and their wives)

5. LA ll!
(church anniversaries or his-
toric occasions)

Doing your spring-or-anytime
cleaning? If you are about to
throw out itemsj - '
that have some
connection with 5‘}.
Emanuel, please
consider donat-
ing them to our CHAC, with
the understanding that we can
omnipotently decide either to
save them or dispose of them.

Documents or pictures can be
placed in the Archive Commit-
tee’s mailbox in the print
room. Please contact Pastor
Buske regarding the donation
of items larger than a mail box

slot.




PAGE 4

THE EMANUEL LUTHERAN

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 9

Class of 2010 Graduates

Emanuel would like to rec-

tution they are graduating

ognize all of it's 2010
high school and col-
lege graduates.

Parents and/or
graduates: please
provide the gradu-
ate’s name, the insti-

Congratulations!

from and degree earned
(college grads only) to
the church office as
soon as possible.

This information can be
submitted via email; to:
info@emanuelfirst.org,

or by phone at (517) 485-
4118 x 10.

We will support our gradu-
ates with our prayers on
Sunday, May 23, and also
recognize them in the
church bulletin.

Upcoming Adult Bible Class

This fall we will begin a
new Adult Bible Class se-
ries on the Holy Spirit.

The course materials are
based on the book Holy
Spirit, The Giver of Life

from NPH’'s People’s Bible
Teaching series, written by
our former pastor, Rev. John
F. Vogt.

Copies of the book are avail-
able in the church office for

$5. It is our hope that you
read the book over the sum-
mer and come to class in the
fall ready to discuss the ma-
terial and obtain a deeper
understanding of the Holy
Spirit.

special summer™ Activities

ELS Graduation Day,

Vacation Bible School,

June

June 6th

June 21-24

August

Go For The Goal Soccer Camp,

August 2-5

Youth Softball Day, August 7

Basketball Camp, August 9-12

Shepherd of the Hills VBS,
June 27-July 1

ELS Registration Days:

August 18 & 25

[] watch the bulletin For specifics on these events.

[] 1n late May summer activity packets will be available in
the church office and sent home with ELS students.
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Membership Changes at Emanuel

ap’risms

i born
October 4, 2009, baptized
February 14, 2010; the child
of M/M Loren & Melissa
(Komm) Witte.

" >3 i
born October 13, 2009, bap-
tized March 28, 2010; the
child of M/M Jeremy U Tif-
fany (Darmer) Hawkins.

5 $$0
born June 9, 2005, baptized
April 14, 2010; the child of
Dorset Goff VII and Brooke
Narsesian.

- 3(

i born August 9, 2009,
baptized April 24, 2010; the
child of M/M Robert & Lind-
say (Francis) Nakfoor.

% % O (]
born January 15, 2010, bap-
tized April 24, 2010; the

child of John Anderson Jr.
and Nicole Kritas.

Released from
membership

val released
from baptized membership
to congregation not in doc-
trinal agreement.

A= # O
/ released from
communicant membership

to congregation not in doc-
trinal agreement.

released
from communicant member-
ship to congregation not in
doctrinal agreement.

P
WELCOME
NIEW,

MEMBERS

Adult Confirmation
April 11, 2010

Julie Day
Brooke Narsesian

Membership
Transfers

8 3 from
Emanuel to Redeemer Lu-

theran Church in Tuscan,
AZ.

i # 0 H "
=4 from Emanuel

to Shepherd of the Hills Lu-
theran Church in Lansing,
MI.

from Shep-
herd of the Hills Lutheran
Church to Emanuel.

8 3 from
Ascension Ev. Lutheran
Church in Harrisburg, PA to
Emanuel.

o " = i born
July 1, 1923, died January
10, 2010, buried January 11,
2010.

ol 0] 0 born Sep-
tember 21, 1924, died Janu-
ary 18, 2010, buried Janu-
ary 22, 2010.

% 2 % § born
September 8, 1915, died
January 30, 2010, buried
February 2, 2010.

5 LI ) 0
born June 16, 1929, died
February 6, 2010, burial
February 10, 2010.

LA @
born April 20, 1925, died
February 25, 2010, burial
March 6, 2010.

. 5 > i
born June 21, 1919, died
April 11, 2010, burial April
13, 2010.

February 6, 2010
Nicole Cross &
Daniel Kelsey

April 9, 2010
Herbert & Pamela Grunau
(Renewal of Vows)



